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ADAM HENSON 


Adam talks to us 
about his life in 
the Four Shires 

YOUR HOME 

Lots of ideas to 
update your 
home style 

HANDS OFF I 
OUR HORTON! L ^ 

Community joins 
hands around the 
Horton Hospital 



DOGGY PADDLE 

Big splash at 
Chippy Lido 


AVAILABLE IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, OXFORDSHIRE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND WARWICKSHIRE 


























COTTESWOOD 



MAKERS OF ENGLISH KITCHEN FURNITURE 

rOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE AND PRICES PLEASE PHONE 01608 644620 

or go online to our website at www.cotteswood.co.uk 



SHOWROOMS 

Station Road, Cliipping Norton, Oxfordshire 0X7 5XN Teh 01608 641858 
14 Hill Avenue, Anicrsham on tlic Hill, Biickinghiinishire HP6 5BW Tef 01494 434200 






















FOUR 


from 

THE Editor 


Welcome to the October issue of Four Shires 
magazine. 




On the front cover this month we hove the 
affable Adam Henson, everyone’s favourite 
former {after our very own George Fenemore, of 
course). 

Adam runs the Cotswold 
Farm Park just outside 
Stow-on-the-Wold and 
is regularly featured in 
the BBC TV programme 
Counfryfi/e. We 
met Adam ot the 
*Countryfile live’ even 
at Blenheim Palace last 
month and promised 
to visit him at his 
Gloucestershire Farm 
Park. 
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Turn to page 20 to find out mo e about Adam's 
Farm and his legacy helping to preserve the 
rare breeds that were, in the not too distant past, 
threatened with extinction. 


I don't know if you have noticed but there have 
been two or three nights now where there's 
definitely been a little nip in the ai. The sun's 
position relative to the UK has now crossed over 
the equator and are heading toward autumn. 
About time too... whilst I realise that not everyone 
relishes the idea of colder weather, many of us 
do, and os I have mentioned previously, the 
autumn is the beginning of my cyclical year! 



Banbury Fair will soon be 
with us, there ore conkers 
on the ground, people 
are playing rugby again 
and a pint in a pub with 
a roaring fi e is a simple 
pleosure to be shared 
with motes... 

Thank you again for 
picking up our mogazine 
- we hope you enjoy it! 

JEREMY WILTON 
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NEVER MISS AN ISSUE! 

Subscribe lo The Four Shires today ond receive the 
magazine direct to your door every month. Never 
again will you miss our popular Pictures from the 
Past or miss local events listed in our Out and About 
section, Just £36 for 12 issues, or £20 for 6 issues. 
Contact orders@fourshires,co.uk to find out more. 

rhe Four Shires Mogoiine. All fights, reserved. ReproducHon or 
tfansmission in whole or in port without written permission is 
strictly prohibited. The Four Shires mageiine welcomes unsolicited 
manuscripts ond photographs and every effort will be mode to 
return them soFely, although this connot be fully guoronteed. The 
views of the contributors ore not necessorlly those of the publishers. 

ISSN 1473-0472 
I 

The Four Shires 
Borough House 
Marlborough Road 
Banbury, Oxfordshire 
0X16 5TH 

Tel: 01295 27313S 

Advertising: 
01295 709999 

www.fourshires.co.uk 
copy@fourshires.co.uk 



C !r<)ck\\’cll 

the venue 

I hat's a world away 



OPEN e\t;ning 

Tuesday IStli October 2016, 6pni - 9piTi 
CJontart us to hook your place ou 01327 36 1358 

V. croc kwellfar ni .co. uk 
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I I JEREMY WILTON 

I £d/for 

I A fully signed up member 
I of Her Majesty's press 
A I corps, he's been working In 
I journalism since 1982. He Is 
fully committed to making 
Four Shires the wonderfui 
pubiication 

01295 709999 copy@fourshires.co.uk 





CATHY BLACK 

Ed/fonaf and Social Media 

She's such o happy, bouncy 
girl! Cothy is fuil of bright 
ideas and they ail go into 
each publication. Nothing 
is ever too much troubie 
for Cathy, she is on actuai 
miracie. 


01295 273138 cathy@fourshires.co.uk 




CAROLINE JAQUES 

Design Manager 

Caroiine Is the actual juggler 
she Is the one that makes 
the pages happen. This is 
the iady who designs our 
colourful and vibront mag 
every month - we hope you 
love ItJ 


01295 258570 fourshires@medlia-tribe.com 



BRUCE COX 

Our fabulous theatre reporter, 
Bruce is alwoys out and about 
finding the best of entertainment. 
You'll also see him at many car 
events. 

GEORGE FENEMORE 

George has a wonderfully rustic 
outlook on life, his observations 
of town ond country are always 
thought provoking. 


MAGGIE CHAPLIN 

Maggie always has a surprise 
subject up her sleeve and delivers 
interesting editorial each month! 


^ meet U 

Four Shires’ T^m 


<1 
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KATE WILTON 

Accounts and Subscriptions 

Kate iooks after everyone 
and everything. Without 
Kate we would all fall apart 
and the magazine would 
cease to exist. She keeps 
everything running super¬ 
smooth iy. 


01295 273138 kate@fourshires.co.uk 
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GAIL SEWARD 

Advertising Executive 

Gail corries the hearts of our 
advertisers around in her 
handbag - they are never far 
from her thoughts. She is the 
cause of all juggling here - 
life with Goii changes hourly! 


01295 709999 gail@fourshires.co.uk 
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CHRISTINE BRIDGER 

Holiday books, books as gifts or 
simply something for yourself, 
Christine gives us a monthiy 
rundown of the best there Is. 



BARRY WHITEHOUSE 

Everything you ever need to 
know about art comes from Barry 
and every month he delights us 
with onother lesson. 


DAVID WILLIAMS 

And round the end of the 
cucumber frame, who should 
you meet but... David Williams! 
Don't go In the garden without 
his words of advice. 


LIZ DRAKE 

Photographer 

Liz is a freelence photographer 
based in Warwick and provides 
greet images that are featured 
throughout our magazine. 












































Our Homes and fn/eriors feature this monfft offers p/enfjr 
of fdeas for new ffends*„ Take a tong, hard look at your 
entrance areas - the porch, stairs and haiiway are the 
first ptaces peop/e seet Update your krtchen, consider a 
butldmg project or just add some new accessories. 
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YOUR LETTERS 

FourSh/res' readers’ 
thoughts. 


AROUND THE SHIRES 

Lots of local news 
from the Four Sh/res. 

BOOKS 

Our best monthly 
reads. 



jpi^ GARDENS & 

M COUNTRY 

W Countrymon 
gets ready for autumn 
and advice on caring for 
your October garden. 

# JV FOOD AND 
^ DRINK 

Renowned local 
chef to appear on BBC2's 
'Great British Menu'. 

MOTORING 

M M Classic cars 
9 toke part in the 

Chateau Impney Speed 
Hill Climb. 

^" 9 £k ^et there be 

LIGHT 

m Maggie Chaplin 

looks at life before lights. 
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weather. 


FASHION 

Autumn trends 
for the cooler 



M OUT ABOUT 

Where to go and 
what to see in 
the Four Shires this month. 

ADAM HENSON 

M I I We visit Adam 
Henson ot his 
farm park near Stow-on- 
the-Wotd. 

ARTS & 

M ^ANTIQUES 

Watercolour 
guidance from Barry 
Whitehouse and galleries to 
visit in the Four Shires. 

I INTERIORS 

Lots of ideos 
to help you update your 
interiors. 



HEALTH AND 
BEAUTY 

m Film star smiles 

and glowing skin. 

THEATRE 

M Bruce Cox at 
the theotre for 
The Gienn M/iier Story. 

M LOOKING 
BACK 

Pictures from 

the past - is there anyone 
thot you know? 
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AVIATION 

Air Tattoo ot 
RAF Foirford. 


EDUCATION 
AND BUSINESS 

w School news 
and business successes in 
the Four Shires. 
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A GIFT THAT LASTS ALL YEAR 


SUBSCRIBE TO FOUR SHIRES NOW 



FOR ONLY 


‘SHIRES 




at www.fourshires.co.uk or by post 


SUBSCRIBE BY | 
POST OR ONLINE 

To subcribe by post, please complete this 
form and return it to: 

Four Shires Magazine 
Borough House, Marlborough Road 
Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X16 5TH 

I would like to subscribe to Four Shires... 


For myself 


For 6 months £20 


For 12 months £36 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Please start my subscription with the 
..issue 

Name. 


.Tel:. 

I enclose a cheque mode payable to 

Four Shires Ltd for £. 

Gfit ecipient details (if applicable) 

Nome. 

Address. 


4i4dfcbdaiil, biMtlilhniuM 


FOUR SHIRES 
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Rumour has It that TV chet 
and Gloucester old boy 
Tom Kerridge visited The 
Old Auctioneer in Parson's 
Street Banbury last month... 
Apparently he wos tasting the 
very good steak that's served 
up on the premises. The steak 
Is aged In a Himalayon salt 
chamber at one of dog's very 
favourite butchers - Betts in 
Church Lane In the town. One 
ot dog's mates has eaten the 
steak at the gastro pub and 
he thinks it's delicious - what 
Mr Kerridge thought we have 
yet to find out... One ot dog's 
favourite jokes features The 
Old Auctioneer... you have 
to be careful when you go 
In there, as a man with a 
hammer was spotted in there! 



It has been pointed out to dog 
that with the arrival of Banbury 
Fair and the closure of the 
multi storey car park In Bolton 
Road there will be very little 
parking for people heading 
Into Banbury to go shopping in 
the 'old town centre'. Perhaps 
a few shoppers could be 
squeezed Into o 'waltzer' or 
two! 
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LETTERS & DOG 
k -- ^ 



OXFORDSHIRE DOG NAMED HERO 
PET OF BRITAIN 

A loving dog that has transformed 
the lives of its owner's family has 
won a ‘golden bone' after winning 
the Hero Pet category of the 
Amp/ffon Char/es HoUand Awards for 
Brave Britons. Assistance dog Mabel, 
from Banbury, Oxfordshire, scooped 
the prestigious prize in front of her 
12-year-old owner Alex White and 
mum Michelle. 

Four-yeor-old Mabel was matched 
with Alex by the Banbury based 
charity ‘Dogs for Good' two years 
ago. Alex hos high-functioning 
autism which can result in massive 
sensory overload and meant that 
days out and holidays were not 
possible for his family. 


overload ever 
becomes too 
much, Mabel 
has been 
trained to read 
the situation 
and help him 
through his 
anxiety. 

Alex, who 
turned 12 last 
month, said: 

"Mabel means 
so much fo me. J'm so 
shocked fbaf Mabel 
and me won an oword. 
/f's going to go fn my 
bedroom." 

Mum Michelle said: 

"f'm de/fgbted. ff's fhe 
first time he's ever wo 
anything. Mabel has 
done so much for Alex 
and the whole family 
and has changed his 
life. 

“Alex doesn't have 
a lot of conffdenc 
and h/s se/f-esteem 
has been low. This 
award from Amplifon 
has given him a huge 
boost 








All that changed when Mabel 
arrived. She helps him to cross 
roads, accompanies him on once- 
difficult trips to the shops and th 
dentist, and helps him get a good 
night's sleep by making him feel 
safe in his room. And If the sensory 


'The hfp out has been a tremendous 
achievement for him and none of It 
would have been possible without 
Dogs For Good. He 's come so far 
and f'm absolutely thhited. if has 
been a fantastic day at the Chvrchiti 
War Rooms." 


Many thanks to 
Jenni Uversldge from 
N orth a mptonsh ire, 
who called us at our 
offices to Identif 
a man pictured 
bock In our May 
magazine. She 
identified the ma 
seated on page 
95 of that Issue 
as Sir Sachevere/I 
Sitwell. He was an 
author and poet 
who lived at Weston 
Hall In Weston, 

Northa mptons h Ire. 
Jenni used to live 
In the lodge there 
and worked for the 
family. 
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HURRICANES AT MOTOR 
MUSEUM 


Bespoke diamond engagement rings. 

At Waterni^iHS^ uv pride aursehres on cre^tting the finest engitgenient rings. 
AU of our engogemetit rings are nvuUabie in piatitiunif yellow^ white or nOfSc? gold 
and ean be set ndth any iptality of diamond ^o sme^ aiiy budget. 

ViVif us instorepr more details. 


50 Parsons Strtiet - Banbury - <1x16 Sub 
wwiv.vvatt‘nnansga]d!>mithEj,co.uk - irifo^vatermiinsgaldBrnithjj.TO.uk 

01295 i6^jam 
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STARS 
CONTINUE 
TO SHINE 

A 14-year- 
old 

schoolboy in 
north east Indio 
is receiving o first clos 
educotion thanks 
to World War Two 
veterans in Banbury. 


Members of the local Burmo Star Associotion 
ore funding the schooling os o thank you to 
the people of Nagaland, a tiny state on the Indio/ 
Burma border, for their help during one of the bloodiest 
but most important conflicts of the wor against Japa 
“ the Battle of Kohima. 


It will be one of the last actions of the Banbury Burma 
Star branch which has just six surviving members. All 
are well over 90 years otd. 


The Battle of Kohima in 1944 wos the turning point of 
the Japanese offensive into India. 


The part played by the young men of Nagoland has 
always been recognised and without their help the 
battle could have been lost. 


Model aircraft enthusiasts 
will be able to view and 
admire over 100 large 
radio controlled model 
aircraft at the annual 
Large Model Aircraft 
Show. The show, now in its 
8th year, takes place on 
Sunday 23 October at the 
British Motor Museum. 


For more information 
visit the website at www. 
britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
or call 01926 641188. 


LINDA SGOLUPPI 

Lmda Sgo(uppi*s exhibition 
of new paintings relating 
to how we perceive reality 
will be at the Gallery at 78 
Derngate, Northampton, 
from 1st October to 18th 
December. Visit www. 
lindasgoiuppi.com 


TAKE TO THE 
SKIES AT THE 
FESTIVAL OF 
FLIGHT 

Ragley Hall in 
Warwickshire is 
to host a brand 
new Festfva/ 
of Fffghf on 1 st 
ond 2nd October from 
10am “4:30pm. The two 
doy spectacular family 
air show will feature top 
displays from famous 
pilots from around the 
UK and Europe. For more 
information please visit 
www.festivaloflight.uk 























EMPLOYER EXCELLENCE AWARD FOR 
NICHOLSONS 

Following on from winning Cherwell Employer of 
the Year, Nicholsons of North Aston was delighted 
to have been awarded a British Association of 
Landscape Industries Employer Excellence Award. 

Employers were rated on a list including 
contribution made to the londscaping industry os 
well as investment In its staff. Nicholsons believe 
this is crucial to the success of its operations. 

Commenting on the award, Liz Nicholson sold 
"Business starts and ends with people - we have 
grown a fabulous teom. Over time we have 
worked very hard to develop young people who 
flourish with troining and thoughtful colleagu 
mentoring 

Nicholsons employees supporting the education 
of students In Africa through the Rafiki Thab 
Foundation (Left to Right):Kenya School Staff, Mike 
Lee, Owen Haydn, Jess Witcher, Ruby Simpson, 
Connor Mochin, Dan Jeffrey, Kenya School Staff 


j 

HOMES FIRM DONATES £1 000 TO OPERA YOUTH 

Groups providing valuable experiences for young 
people In Northampton and Banbury are the latest 
recipients of a regional housebuilder’s funding 
scheme. 

The 25th Northampton Brownies and the Youth of 
Banbury Operatic Society have each been awarded 
£1,000 as part of the Persimmon Flomes Midlands 
Community Champions scheme. 



TEAM WHITTLEBURY 
ABSEIL 



A group of employees 
from Whittlebury Hall 
Hotel and Spo recently 
abseiled down the 
400ft Northampton 
Lift Tower, the tallest 
permanent abseil tower 
in the world, to raise 
money for Warwickshire 
and Northamptonshire 
Air Ambulance. 





There is plenty for visitors 
of oil ages to discover 
during October holf term 
at the newly refurbished 
Strafford Butierffy Far . 
Visitors to the farm con 
now see around 30 Maya 
sculptures and ortefacts 
which originate from 
on ancient rainforest 
civilisation in Belize. 

There Is olso a 
Me/ropo//s with gionj 
ofrlcon fruit beetles and 
rhinoceros rot snakes. 

For more information visit 
wv/w. butter fly fa m.co.uk 


WEDDING VENUE OPEN EVENING 


Crockwe/f Farm, Eydon, October 
from 6 tfH 9pm 

Just engoged and looking for the 
perfect venue, why not visit Crockwell 
for o gloss of fizz and on info mol 
tour? The venue will be dressed for 
a wedding and there will also be a 
number of other suppliers on hand 
during the evening to onswer all your 
questions, www.crockwellform.co.uk 
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Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire 

GLB6 9AD Tel: 01386 701441 

Email: arboretum@batsfordfoundation.co.uk 

WWW. batsa r b.co. uk 


50,000 CROCUS BULBS 


AROUND THE SHIRES 


C- 


A 






Rotarians in Banbury are getting ready 
to plant 50,000 crocus bulbs as part of 
a notional campaign to wipe out polio 
across the world. The bulbs will go inio 
public oreas, local parks and schools. 

Banbury Rofary Ciub will also be out and 

about In town selling crocus buttonholes 

in aid of the End Poffo Now Campaign. 

above: roforfons surrot/nded by SOMO crocus 
buibs - fronf row feff fo rfgh? Harry Matthews, 
Mayor Gordon Ross, fred R/ches; bock row left 
fo right John Bennett, Uz Yardiey (representing 
fi^cesfer Rotary who wiH oiso plant crocus 
bulbs) and Maurice Humphris 


Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 
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Soak up the 
spectacular 
colour at 
Batsford this 
autumn. 
Browse our 
selection of gifts 
and garden 
goodies and 
treat yourself to 
a home-leaked 
lunch or 
afternoon tea in 
our cafe. A perfect 
day out for all 
the family - dog 
friendly tool 


Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 
on our forthcoming events 




NEW RAIL ROUTE 

Network Rail engineers 
have finished layin 
new sections of track 
to connect Oxford city 
centre with London 
Marylebone. The ‘orange 
army' engineers have 
transformed the old line 
into a 100 mph main line. 

The £320 million project, 
including on investment 
of £130 million from 
Chiltern Roilways, was 
approved in 2013 ond 
the new station, Oxford 
Parkway, opened in 2015. 


FIRST FEMALE TO TRAVEL 
THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF 
SCANDINAVIA ON FOOT 

Sophie Rooney (pictured 
below) from Banbury 
has taken a break from 
kayaking and is on her 
way to become the First 
Lody to travel the entire 
length of Scandinavia on 
foot. She is doing this solo 
ond unsupported, raising 
money for The Stroke 
Associafion, Mountain 
Rescue England and 
Wales and The Thomas 
Iheyer Foundafion. 

If you wish to pledge some 
money to these worthy 
CO use please visit www. 
piedgesports.org/projects/ 
ru nd in o via- so ph ie-ro o n ey- 
odventure-fu nding 



AUTUMN PHOTOGRAPHY 
WORKSHOPS 

Batsford Arboretum, 
Morton 4n‘Marsh, 24th 
October to 3rd November 

Join Alan Ranger, award 
winning professionol 
photographer, for the 
photography workshop. 
Suitoble for beginners 
and more advanced 
photographers. Half day 
workshops (Sam“l 2pm or 
1 pm-5pm)are £95, full doy 
workshops (Sam“5pm), 
£145. For more details 
and to book, visit www. 
alanronger.com/batsfQrd 


BANBURY LITERARY LIVE 

Blogging is one of the hot 
topics at this year's BLL on 
Sundoy, 20th November, 
with a great mix of 
speo kers. 

BLL welcomes blogger 
Anneliese Giggins to this 
year's impressive line¬ 
up with her kids cooking 
workshop. Her blog. How 
to Feed a Family of Four 
for £20 led to o TV slot 
on Mel & Sue where she 
cooked for Mary Berry 
ond Paul Hollywood. 

www.literarylive.co.uk 






























Even though the decision has been 
made to temporarily downgrade 
services at the Horton General 
Hospital and the Maternity Unit in 
particular, the fight is still very much 
on to save a very integral part of 
the town. The recent "Hands Around 
the Horton' event, which has been 
described os Banbury's largest ever 
protest, saw an astounding 5,000 
people joining hands around the 
threatened hospitai. This alone is 
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testament to the love and support 
that this local service has behind it. 


We for one beiieve whoie heartedly 
in the need for the Horton General 
Hospitai, with all of us having called 
upon its services in the past. We will 
be proudly displaying the "Hands 
off our Horton' banner in each issue 
of the four Shires magazine. 


pictures: Tudor Photography 
words: Co thy Bfack 
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BOOKS 


Something for EVERYONE at 



Sunday 

20* Nov 


1V( 


Featuring: 

BloggLng} Gardening, 
Kidii Cooking, Reiki, 
Wanderlust, Teenage 
Hijack, Football, Dogs 
Plus: Hip’hop Poets, 
Creative Writing, 
Music, Dance, Drama 



Venue: 

North Oxfordshire 
Academy 
DrayLaa Riiad, 
Gji'LtkbuA'i. 0Xl6 oUU 


For more detalLs visit v\iv M Jiterarv"iive.co.uk 
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Helping you 
make the move 

Competitive fixed fee 
conveyancing 




fcfi r r-» 

ZJHIT/ P Ut iLITk 
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T 01295 204000 


E conveyancing@se-iaw.co.uk SDrStt GnQlCOtt 


www.se-law.co.uk 


SOLICirORS 


Books 


FOR YOUR 

Bookshelves 


ALL TREKKIES SET PHASERS 
TO STUN] 

Boldly going where several 
others have been before, 
television critic and 
columnist Marcus Berkmann 
takes a look at the 50 
year history of Star Trek at 
Warwick Words first eve 
History Festival. 

His new book Sef Pbasers to 
Stun - 50 years of Star Trek 

tells the story of the 23rd 
century galactic adventures 
of Captain James T. Kirk and 

the crew of the storship Enterprise. From their original 
mission he moves on to the dark years at the 1 970s, the 
triumphont film series and Tfie Wexf Generaf/on, to the 
current ‘reboot’ film 

The tolktokes place 8 October, 10.30am, Lord 
Leycester Hospitol, High Street, Warwick. Tickets £10- 
includes morning coffee. 




BANBURY 


BRACKLEY 


BICESTER 


BUCKINGHAM 


DAVENTRY GP AND HIS 
TATAL CONNECTIONS* 

Ex-Daventry GP Dr David Boulton has published 
his debut novel. David, who worked as o doctor 
at Donetre Medical Centre for 27 years until his 
retirement in 1997, combines his love of crime, 
history and railways in o murder mystery tale that 
has gripped its readers. 

Set in 1875, when the Railway Constabulary wos first 
established, Fatol Connections focuses on Sergeont 
Sam Spray and his assistant Constoble William 
Archer as they face their first mu der case. The story 
takes us on an exploration of the railways, conols 
and wild country of the Peak District’s distinctive 
White Peak area, as well as giving an insight into 
some complicated relationships and connections. 

For more information visit www.davidjbQulton.com 
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NUTSHELL 

Ian McEwan 

Ian AAcEwan's newly 
published NufsheN has 
art unusual narrator, the 
unborn child of a woman 
with murderous intent 
towards her husband, 
while planning a future 
with his brother. Sounds 
familiar? Think Hamfef in 
contemporary London. 

It has already been hailed 
as a masterpiece. £16.99. 
■fWe have some sfgned 
cop/es.J 



THE VIRAGO 
BOOK OF WOMEN 
GARDENERS 
Deborah Ke/foway 

The Virago Book of Women 
Gardeners by Deborah 
Kellaway is a collection of 
essays, orticles and advice 
from some of the best 
known female gardeners, 
Germaine Greer, 

Rosemary Verey and Vita 
Sackville West all feature 
along with many others. 

A delightful book that 
may provide some 
solace to those 
confined indoors 
on dark winter 
evenings. £12.9? 


THE TALE 
OF KITTY IN 
BOOTS 
Beatrix Potter 


EPIC BIKE RIDES OF 
THE WORLD 

Epic Bike Rides of the 
World Is a collection 
of 200 bike rides 
ranging from the epic 
cycling trails crossing 
the Himalayas or 
Vietnamese valleys 
to more manageable 
urban tours of New 
York or Buenos Aires. 
(Manageable once 
you have got there 
of coursel] There ore 
European tours too, Mt 
Ventoux and rides along 
riverside trails. A book to 
be planning adventures 
with. £24.99 



The surprise 
F discovery of 
an unpublished 
I story in Beatrix Potter's effects 

I has caused great excitement and 
I Interest. The Tale of Kitty in Boots is about 
I a well behaved young black cot who 
I leads a double life defeating villains 
I when she creeps out of night. Kitty 
I almost meets her match one night when 
I she encounters Mr Tod! Even Peter Rabbit 
I makes a cameo appeorance! Only the 
story wos discovered, no illustrotions, so 
the task fell to Quentin Blake, who else? 

^ This is published in large formot with 
^ Blake's lovely drawings. £12.99 






2017 DIARIES 

The diaries are out In the 
shop and already selling 
well. Two of my favourites 
are the Royal Horflcuttural 
Society Diary, with 
full page botanical 
drawings and the Faber 
and Faber Poetry diary, 
complete with poems 
and old Faber book 
covers, both a joy to 
use] Amongst others we 
have Bradshaw's diaries, 
Wainwrlght diaries 
and Moleskine. 


Another 


wonderful 
book selection 

I 

from Christine 
Bridger at Old 
H all B^kshd^ in 
Brockley 


SIMPLE 

Diana Henry 

My favourite 'go 
to' cookery writer, 
Diana Henry, has a 
new book out this 
month, Sfmpie. Eosily 
accomplished, quick, 
tasty suppers and 
lazy Sunday 
lunches. I will 
be using this 
book a lot! 

£25 
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take centre 
stage at this 
year's 'Warwick 
Words Fes!ivai\ 
The week-long 
event welcomes 
well-known 
historians, 
politicians and 
writers to the 
town, 

www.warw/ck 
words. CO, uk 






AUTUMN CRAFT FAIRS 

Bafsford Arboretum, Morton- 
in-Marsh, 8th, 9th, 22nd A 
23rd October, J Oam-Spm 

Beautiful locoily hand-made 
gifts, jewellery, cards, art 
and homeware. Entry is free, 

www,botsarb,co .uk 



Banbury Canal Day 
has grown from a small 
provinclol event to one 
that attracts boaters, 
crofters, traders ond 
visitors from all over 
the country. The moin 
thrust of the doy has 
to be the canal itself, 
with commercial boats 
booked in and water 
taxis to move visitors 
around the site. The 
Mill Arts Centre opens 
its doors for a day of 
entertoinment, food and 
drink whilst General Foods 
garden hosts a free folk 
concert adjacent to 
the towpath. Sovereign 
Wharf is the place to 
wait for boat rides whilst 
being entertained 
by barrel organs. 
Tooley's historic 
boatyard displays 
engines and boats, 
with a chance to 
watch a blacksmith 
at work. Hook Norton 
Brewery will keep the 
ale rolling and ample 
food outlets will keep 
the hunger at bay. 

WARWICK WORDS 
HISTORY FESTIVAL 

3rd - 9th October, 
various times and 
locations around 
Warwick 

The history of Worwick 
and its county will 



TAPESTRY Of TURF 

Warw/cfc Racecourse 
3rd October, 4pm 

The tapestry of the turf 
is renowned for being 
long, rich and colourful. 
Locoily at Warwick, the 
sport can be traced back 
over 300 years, confi ming 
the racecourse as the 
sixth oldest in the country. 
Join Andre Klein to listen 
to tales from the local 
turf and enjoy a behind 
the scenes tour of the 
racecourse. £6, 

warwicfc.fhejockeyc/ub, 

co.uk 

PETE FIRMAN 

The Theatre, Chipping 
Norton, 5th October, 
7:45pm 

Stor of BBCl's The 
Magicians, *the UK’s 
leoding comedy 
magician' (Time Out) 

Pete Firman hits the road 
with his astonishing 
new show, fresh 
from his 10th 
year at the 
Edinburgh 


Festival. Expect Pete’s 
trademark blend of 
crowd-pleasing comedy 
ond jow-dropping magic. 
Prepare to be a mazed I 
Adults £16, Cones £14. 

www.chipp/ngnorton 

fheotre.com 



BACK IN THE DAY 

The Wild Boar, Larkin 
Road, Warwick, 6th 
October, 7.30pm 

An evening of songs old 
ond new. Listen to, or sing 
along with, traditional and 
contemporary folk songs 
obout life 'Back in the 
Day* to present times. £5. 

WWW. th e w.f/d boa rwarwicL 
co.uk 


/ 


LEAMINGTON SPA 
COMEDY FESTIVAL 

Royal Spa Centre, 7th - 
tSth October, various times 

Leamington's Comedy 
Fest/val fs back this year 
with some br/i/iant new 
acts in addition to some 
famf/iar faces including, 
Jonathan Pie, Ahir 5hah, 
Tape Face, Russe/i Kane 
□nd Mark Watson 
amongst many others. 

www.ieamington 
comedy.co.uk 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Barracks Lane Communf/y 
Garden, Oxford 0X4 2AP 
8fh October, 1 lam-4pm 

Foraging, honey 
harvestingp appie 
pressing, cordial making 
and preserving. Bring 
crops to shore and apples 
to press. Celebrate the 
community harvest. 

barfacksianegarden @ 
yahoo.co.uk 

OXFORD HALF 
MARATHON 

Broad Sfreet Oxford, OX? 
3AZ, 9fh October, 9:3Qam- 
12:30pm 

The Vitality Oxford Half 
Morathon has a brand 
new route that takes in 
some of Oxford's most 
recognisable and most 
beautiful sights! You con 
run whilst supporting blind 
children If you sign up with 
RSBC! £30.00. 

fundra/sfng ©risb.org. uk 



NELSON CLUB MONTHLY 
CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT 

Napfon Road, Stockton, 
CV47 SJU, I4ttT October, 
8pm~lQpm 

Fomily-friendly quiz with 
all proceeds going to 
the Warwickshire and 
Northamptonshire Air 
Ambulance service. There 
is no limit on team size; £2 
per person. Prompt 8pm 
start and lots of fabulous 
prizes to win! 


STEPHANIE BERGER, 
PHOTOGRAPHY OF 
PERFORMANCE 

P/ft R/Vers Museum, 

Oxford, T5th October, 
2:30pm~3:30pm fright) 

Documentary 
photographer Stephanie 
Berger has photographed 
some of the world's 
leading performers in 
the fields of theat e and 
donee for over 25 years. 
This talk will provide an 
insight into her work. 

Some of her photographs 
are currently on display 
in the museum's Long 
Gallery exhibition 'Kabuki 
- Behind the Scenes’. 



DUNGEONS AFTER DARK 
DINING 

Warwick Castte, 15th 
October 

As the candlelight flicker 
and the witching hour 
approaches beware, 
things get even more 
sinister after dark. 
Experience on evening of 
terrifying entertainment. 
Unlimited beer, wine 
and soft drinks and an 
authentic rustic meol. 
£49.50, including daytime 
admission to 'The 
Haunted Castle’. 

www.w arw ick-cas f/e. com 

AUTUMN AND APPLE DAY 

K/V/ Cfose Gardens, Bread 
and Meat Close, Warwick, 
CV34 6HF, }6th October, 
llam-Spm 

Historic apple collection 
of 60 different varieties. 
Apple tosting and sales, 
craft stalls, bee keeping, 
competitions and 
children’s octivities. Hot 




lunches and teas will be 
availoble, sales of plants, 
produce and gifts. £2 
adults; 50p children. 

WWW. h/ilc/oseg ardens . com 


www.atgrickets.com 


SIMON EVANS: IN THE 
MONEY 


2016 


PEPPA PIG'S 
SURPRISE 


New Theatre, 
Oxford, ?9fh-20fh 
October, f/mes vary 


Surprise! Peppa Pig, 
George and their friends 
are back in a brand new 
live stage show. Tickets 
from £17.15 


www.warwickdc.gov. uk/ 
royo/sp a centre 
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Royal Spa Centre, 
Leam/ngfon Spa, 20th 
October, 7*45pm 

Host of BBC Radio 4’s 
Goes to Market and star of 
BBC 1 's Live ot the Apolfo, 

Simon Evans (pictured 
right) has unpicked why 
the Erench don’t want tO' 
own their own home, why 
moss spectrometers reveal 
Americans to literally be 
mode of corn, and why 
Alco-Synfh- the effects 
of alcohol but with an 
effective antidote - is not 
likely to be appearing at 
a wine bar near you in the 
near future! £14. 



















AN D A BO lit 


BANBURY MICHAELMAS 
FAIR 

Banbury town centre, 
l9fh-2Jsf October, 4pm- 
JOpm 

The fair will be opened 
by the town mayor of 
Banbury. The carousels, 
rides and stalls provide 
entertoinment and thrills 
for thousands of Banbury 
folk and visitors, and it's 
the town’s largest street 
event in the year. 


FUNGUS FORAY 

Batsford Arboretum, 
M orf on -fn -Marsh 
2?th October, 
lO.SOam & J.SOpm 

Join the Cotswold 
Fungus Group for 
o walk through 
the Arboretum 
to discover the 
wonderful world of 
fungi. Walks take 
place at 10.30am 
and 1.30pm, places 
ore limited so early 
booking is advisable 

www.batsarb.co.uk 


J D CRUZ FESTIVE 
FASHION SHOW 


OCT 


The Mf7/ Arts Centre, 
Banbury, 21 si October, 
7:30pm 

J D'Cruz Bags was winner 
of the Cherwell Business 
Award 2016. Jasmine, 
the owner of the brond, 
previously worked for 
shoe designer Jimmy 
Choo before setting 
up the Banbury based 
business. This year, 

BER 2016 


J D*Cruz has 
been worn 
by several 
celebrities 
and now 
sells via 
Not On the 
H/ghstreet 
as well as 
several 
boutiques 
and their 
Parsons 
Street based 
showroom. 
This year’s 
show 
will be a 
designers collective, 
showcasing work of all 
local Independent fashion 
brands. Tickets £15. 


LADY MACBETH: UNSEX 
ME HERE 

The North Wall, South 
Parade, Oxford 0X2 7JN, 
26th October, 8pm 

Ambition, power, guilt, 
remorse, loss, death. 
Paralleling Shakespeare's 
time, a cast of three 
male dancers each 
play Lady Macbeth, 
exploring the relationship 
between masculinity and 
femininity. £16, £13 cones. 

Co/i0fS65 3T9450 

THE VERY HUNGRY 
CATERPILLAR SHOW 

The Warwfck Arts 
Centre, Coventry 
CV4 7AL, 26th - 
29th October, 
varfous times 

The Very Hungry 
Coterpf'War Show 


features a menagerie 
of 75 lovable puppets, 
faithfully adapting four of 
Eric Corle stories. The Artist 
Who Pa/nted a Blue Horse, 
Mister Seahorse, The 
Very Lonely Firefl and 
of course, the star of the 
show - The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar. £13.50 (£11 
cones). 

w w w. warwic k a rf s c e n f re. 
co.uk 


RICH HALL LIVE 

Royal and 
Derngate, 
Northampton, 
28th October, 
8pm 

Rich HalPs 
critically 
acclaimed 
grouchy, 
deadpon style 
has established him as 
a master of absurdist 
Irony and the king of 
rapid-fi e wit. The award¬ 
winning Montana native, 
renowned for his expertly 
crafted tirades, quick fi e 
banter with oudiences 
ond delightful musical 
sequences, soddles up 
ond hitches his wagon to 
tour the British Isles once 
ogain. £17. 

www.roya/onddern ga fe. 
co.uk 


























minstrels, Acoustrc Kitt, will 

be providing their own mix of 
traditional Christmas tunes to put a 
spring in your step and a smile on 
your face. 

The show is supporting Bliss - the 
wonderful charity that gives 
support to premature and sick 
babies and their families. 

Ticket prices: [online at www, 
stratfordchristmasfayre.co,ukl, £6 
(on the gate). Children free. Free 
parking. Ticket Line: 0333 666 3366. 
For general show enquiries, please 
call 01789 549199. 


Ho Ho Ho! 


PUTTING THE 
SURPRISE 
BACK INTO 
CHRISTMAS! 


Christmas is coming 
early again this year 
when the fabulous 
Strafford - irporr - A von 
Chnsfmas Fayre 
returns on 4th, 5th 
and 6th November, 

This is the premier 
Christmas gift, craft, 
homeware and 
food-buying event 
in Warwickshire with 
fantastic gifts and crafts, sumptuous 
food ond great entertoinment. It is 
held at Stratford Racecourse and is 
organised by B/oomIng Morveifous 
Events Ud - the company 
responsible for the very successful 
summer Strofford-upon-A von Home 
ond Garden Show, 


Each of the 100+ exhibitors has 
been handpicked to ensure you 
hove the choice you need to 
solve all those Christmos present 
dilemmas “ with six weeks to spare! 
You will find a wonde ful, eclectic 
mix of the artisan, the unusual, the 
beautiful and the undeniably 'must 
hove'. 


There is a full programme of 
entertaining and Inspiring 
demonstrations of festive cooking 
in the Christmas Cookery Theofre, 
where award-winning chefs, Simon 
Smith, Felice Tocchini ond Chloe 
Gardner (just 19 yeors oldl), bring 
new ideas to the Christmos toble, 
alternatives to traditional turkey 
and quirky twists to old favourites. 


From 

cheeses to 
chutneys, 
cupcakes 
to croissants 
and 

coffees to 

chocolates, 

the food 

court 

contains 

a feast of 

fabulous 


food stands. You can stock your 
larder for Christmas or just Indulge 
when you get home. Whether It’s o 
mouth-watering, sour dough pizza, 
a vegetarlon delight or a traditional 
homemade mince pie and cream 
in the festive vintage tearooms, 
the show has quality food in 
abundance with spiced cider, 
mulled wine 
and seasonally 
flavou ed soft 
drinks on offer. 


Just when you 
thought It could 
not get any 
better, for the 
young visitors. 
Father Christmas 
has promised to 
be ot the show 
every day in 
his own Winter 
Wonderland 
Grotto. The 
show's resident 
wandering 


X IVJll Cl i[\U^ 

craftlb 4fltl 






033^6 663JM 


Bliss 


01789 S49199 


v/ww,stratlordchr{stmasfayrexo.uk 
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Truly a care home 

with a difference... 

A slate of the art 45-bed luxutj care home, providing the highest (jualit^ 
residential and nursing care, with single en-suite rooms enjoying extensive mews 


“Everything was just as good as you said it would be, and more.” 


Godswell P:irk is a c;ire 

residence the like (if which is difficult lo 
find elsewhere, Prnsiding luxury service and 
exceptional nursing care our 45 en-suite 
rooms and ten aparlmentsi enjoy extensive 
views over our eight acres of grounds. 

If you are looking for a care residence 
for yourself, a relative or a friend your 
choice should he based on the finer 
details* Situated in the picturesque village 
of Bloxham in North Oxfordshire our 
spacious, purpose-buik environment 
with wheelchair access thrtmghout the 
gardens boasts one of the best restaurants 
in the area* 

Created with v^ou in mind, tw^o founder 
directors work full-time at Godswell Park 
and. together with the registered manager, 
work ceaselessly to promote our residents* 
best interests. Gndswell Park was founded 
on die edios that it should be a place where 
iJieir own reladves would w ish lo slay* Our 
residents know that ihev can dlsciLss any 

j f 

iLspecl of their care or life at Godswell Park 
with the directors or Uie registered manager 
at any time, meaning decisions can be made 
on the spot without delay. 


M Godswell Park we believ^e dial our nursing 
tind care slafl should he entirely responsible 
for the physical and social care of our 
residents witliout having to clean rooms 
and launder cloiiies. We have specialist 
hotel services staff to take care of diose 
details* ensuring tliat nodiing is tiverkjoked. 
Godsivell Park employs nearly 1 00 staff, 
ensuring dial we have one of the liighest 
staff to resident radvis in the country. 

We l>eliev^e strongly in the promotion of 
our residents' independence and mobility 
wherev^er possible. Our eight acre grounds 
include an extensive landscaped garden that 
is fully accessible to all residents, whether 
it be resdiig in the shade of a tree, painting 
watercolours in our summerhouse or just 
watching our dock of soay sheep. Our Sun 
Tlierapy Room is ideal for winter afternoons 
and oiir three diiy rooms are perfect for 
meeting friends or taking afternoon tea* 

Our 40-seaL cinema shows a varietv of films 

j 

imd dvds. chosen bv residents* 

V 

Tliese are your golden years - it’s time to 
enjoy the ml Our food is loctillv sourced 
wherever possible and cooked to order so 
dial meals can be enjoyed eidter in our glass 


fronted dining room which opens on to die 
terrace oi in the privacy of yonr own room. 
Adjacent is the light-filled consenalory - 
ideal for a glass of sherrv’ before lunch or 
Lo read the papers or partake iti one of our 
formal afternoon teas. 

At GocLiWfell Park everything has been 
created lo accommodate one's individual 
needs, and Uiis includes die fiiniishiiigs. 
Each room is arranged to your specific 
requirements, including personal itencs of 
fiimiture at yonr request, and benefits from 
the luxuiy space and plenty td natural 
siiniigliL Throughout the residence we have 
armchairs in a varietv of heights and .sizes, a 
libran' comer and numerous seating areas 
inside and out where you can enjoy the 
company of family and friends. 

ChtKJsing to take up residence at Godswell 
Park is alxnit improving your qualitv' of life 
and providing you with the opportunity to 
remain as independent as you wish. 

^jodsufeli Park is a care home that 
simply refuses lo fit Oie mould — 
trul^ a care home idiih a difference” 



\v"vvw. gods we llpark.cG.uk 


*^G<^dsweU Park is a care home that 



simply refuses to Jit the mould — truly 
a care home with a difference. 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Email: info@godswe 1 Ipark.co.uk 


GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, BLOXHAM, OXFORDSHIRE 0X15 4ES 















































Everyone’s 

F^avourite Farmer 


L ast month we were lucky 
enough to meet Adam 
Henson at his farm just outside 
Sfow>on-the-Wold. Adam is famous 
for co-presentmg the BBC TV 
programme ountryti le. Here he 
gives us the low down on his four 
Shtres' business. 


T. When did the business start and 
how did you start h? 

In 1962 my father, Joe, took on the 
farm tenancy and ran it with his 
business partner and old school 
friend John Neave. They grew arable 
crops, had some beet cattle and a 


flock of sheep. Many traditional 
breeds were dying out at this time 
because they didn't fit in with the 
drive for productive farming in the 
50s and 6Qs (which was all about 
feeding a starving nation after 
the Second World War). Dad and 
John started collecting these old 
foshioned breeds, referred to as 
'antiques of the countryside', as 
many were becoming rare and 
in danger of extinction. They 
storied with two Gloucester cows 
and two Gloucestershire Old Spot 
sows. As word spread. Dad wos 
invited to attend a meeting of a 
working party which was trying 
to find a home for a collection 
of rare breeds established at 
WhTpsnade Zoo - Dad would later 
agree to take almost all of these 
animals. This wasn't just a hobby. 
Dad believed that these breeds 
held a resource of genes for the 
future of farming. Thankfully, with 
the assistance of many other rare 
breed enthusiasts, these valuable 
animals have been kept alive to 
this day. In 7 971 the Cotswold Farm 
Park was opened to the public, 
becoming the Rare Breed Survival 







Trust's first Approved Centre. Dad 
hoped that the Form Pork would help 
to publicise the work of the RBST and 
that admission charges would help 
pay to maintain the breeding groups 
at the farm. 

2. Where Is rf based - has it atways 
been based here? 

On our working farm in the heart of 
the Cotswolds, Gloucestershire, not 
far from Stow on the Wold. 

3. What are the parficuiar challenges 
facing the business at this time? 

As farm tenants we are constrained 
by the activities within our licence 
to operate. We also have iimited 
services, as our water comes from a 
natural spring pumped up from the 
viilage, and the electricity is only 
singie phase on an extension from 
the main form. To dote the ability 


to expand has been restncted, 
however, we are currently working 
ciosely with our landlord with plans 
to enhance both the infrastructure 
and the visitor experience at the 
Farm Pork. Staff recruitment can 
also be a challenge as we are in a 
rural area with no public transport, 
requiring all employees to drive to 
work. We ore very fortunate to have 
an enthusiastic, dedicated team of 
13 full time ond 80 seasonal staff. 

4. Have you made many m/stakes os 
you have bufff up the business? 

In an ideal situation my business 
partner, Duncan Andrews, and 
I would have loved to have 
bought our own site, to develop 
os we wished without any tenancy 
constraints or poor infrastructure. 
However, I have always been 
somewhat "risk adverse' and never 


rich enough to be oble to purchase 
land, so it would have meant 
borrowing the money. We were 
fortunate that my Dad and John 
Neave had started the Farm Park 
and gave us a good platform to 
work from. Duncan and I did invest 
heavily in the late 90*s just before 
Foot and Mouth come along in 2001 , 
which almost crippled the business. 
Thankfully we weren't too heavily 
borrowed and survived. 

5. Do you emp/oy people or do you 
‘Dir? 

I used to try and multi>task, 
doing everything from a shearing 
demonstration, to cashing up the tills 
at the end of the day, discussing the 
menu with the catering team and 
rushing off to the NEC trade shows to 
buy shop stock. I was doing if all, but 
not very well. I have now learnt to ^ 












surround mysetf with on experienced 
team and this has made a huge 
difference. 

6. Do you have a parftcular fondness 
for working within the Four Shires? 

I am very fortunate to live and work 
In the Cotswolds, 1 can genuinely soy 
that I look forward to every morning 
and am iucky enough not to have to 
commute to work. 

7* Dfd you always want to work within 
your chosen profession? tf not whaf 
woutd you do? 

I was born and bred on the farm. 

Ever since I was a nipper I have 
enjoyed puiling on my wellies and 
getting out into the fieids - my Dad 
made it exciting and engaging. From 
the tractors and animals to the Farm 
Park, ever since I was small I have 
ioved farm iife. I did get an "A’ in 
ceramics at school and at one stage 
I liked the idea of pottery. Due to 
my family background I also toyed 
with the idea of being an actor, my 
grandfather Leslie Henson was a very 
famous actor, as is my uncle Nicky. 

8. What lessons hove you learnt 
during your business career? 

Surrounding ourselves with 
experienced peopie, who we trust, 
has given Duncan and I, time to 
develop other opportunities and for 
me to carry out my television work. 
We have a comprehensive induction 
programme to explain to new staff 
the ethos and working practices of 
the business, with a strong emphasis 
on customer service, in comparison 
to the 70's, visitors are now looking 


for an enhanced visitor experience, 
with interaction, talks, entertainment 
and refreshments. With the advent 
of social media feedback is 
instantaneous and by listening to our 
customers we can confidently move 
the business forward. 


9. Is fhe customer always right? 

99% of the time* Customer 
satisfaction Is key to everything 
that we do and we receive some 
fantastic feedback on Trip Advisor... 

JO, Could you describe a typical 
working day? 

My life is Incredibly varied and there 
is no such thing as o typical day. I 
film with BBC Countryffl at the start 
of each week and then do the voice 
over once a fortnight either in Bristol 
or Chipping Norton. Thursdays and 
Fridoys are generally clear to work 
on the farm, although regrettably 
this time is more office based than 
I would like, with regular meetings 
and emails and paperwork to attend 
to. I also do some corporate work, 
including for the past six years being 
Lloyds Bank Farming Ambassador, 
which takes me all over the UK. 


? L How do you spend your spare 
time - what ore your hobbles? 


I enjoy rugby and follow 
Gloucester, often going to 
watch. I played centre for 
Stow First Team for 14 years but 
nowadays watch my children 
play sport instead. My son Alfie 
is a keen rugby and hockey 
player and I am hoping my 
daughter Ella, will get Into the 
hockey team at Birmingham 
University where she Is studying 
English and Drama. 



?2, If you could have played sport for 
your country what would ft be? 

I am half Welsh and was brought up 
on rugby during the days of Gareth 
Edwards and JPR Williams. Up until 
the age of 12 I wanted to play rugby 
for Wales, but at around 16 1 came 
to my senses and yes, I would have 
loved to have played for England. 

?8; What book ore you reading at the 
moment and what Is your favourite? 

I reod very few books, but do study 
the various forming publications. I 
hove however just published my own 
book > 'Like Former, like Son' which 
describes how both my own and my 


father's lives have mirrored each 
other. Look it up! 

14. Favourite film... and music 

As a child I enjoyed o good Western 
with Clint Eastwood or John Wayne. 

I love a good action movie like the 
ond films or Mission Impossible. 

[ have a wide taste in music. In my 
teenage years I enjoyed Ska and 
Two Tone but have now widened my 
tastes to include Coldptay and Paolo 
Nutlno. I have never been a fan of 
heavy metal. 

15. Marmite - yes or no? 

Yup - love Marmite > try it with jam, 
it gives a lovely sweet and sour 
flavour. 

16. Car or motorcycle? 

Car. I had a moped as a teenager 
but don't think I would be safe on a 
powerful motorbike. 

17. Is there someone In business you 
would like to emulate - or someone 
not necessarl/y Involved In the 
business world? 

i admire those who have become 
successful whilst keeping a sense 
of empathy towards others. It Is 
Important to treat people as you 
would like to be treoted yourself. 



18. What are your hopes for the 
future for the company? 

To work closeiy with our iandlord to 
expand the Cotswold Farm Park and 
to enhance the visitor experience 
here at the Cotswold Farm Park. 

The Four Shires offers amazing 
opportunities to go out and enjoy 
the surrounding countryside. Peopie 
are always very keen to rush off to 
foreign places to enjoy holidays, 
but they should try doing so on their 
own doorstep. The Cotswolds is a 
beautiful place to be. Look at the 
adverts in the Four Shires magazine 
and try to visit one a month* A 
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THREADS ACROSS 
WATERS 

The MlU Arts Centre, 
Banbury, 4th October - Isf 
November 

An exhibition of painting, 
print and sculpture 
by Corola Colley, a 
contemporary artist 
working in o wide variety 
of media. Threads Across 
Wafers is her ongoing 
collaboration with the 
Indian born poet Usha 
Kishore. The exhibition 
promises to be a vibrant 
mixture of pointing in oil 
and watercolour mixed 
media print, sculpture 
and poetry. For more 
information please call 
01295 227174. 



FROM THE SLADE 
THROUGH TIME 

The Jam Factory, Oxford 
0X1 IHU, 5th - 30fh 
October, 9am to JOpm 

In 2010 a decision for 
ten artists to write a brief 
memoir of their student 
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doys to contribute to the 
Siode School of Fine Aft 
archives resulted in the 
formation of o group, 
who had been students 
there in 1960, meeting 
in London for the firs 
time in many years, they 
discovered that they 
were still working: many 
were exhibiting, some 
had taught, and all had 
brought up families. 
Curiosity led to plons for a 
group exhibition in Oxford 
(where three of the ten 
artists live) ond all agreed 
to include a piece from 
the Slade or earlier. 


LOWER SCHOOL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

EXHIBITION 

The North Wait, South 
Parade, Oxford 0X2 7JN, 
5ft} - 14 October, fOam- 
4pm 

The best of this year's 
entries to the annual open 
photography competition. 
A wide range of 
work, from beautiful 
landscapes around the 
world to experimental, 
long-exposure, light 
drawings. The fluency an 
imaginotion demonstrated 
by the students within this 
porticular show is olways 
an Inspiration. 

con f ac t@thenoffh wall, c om 

GWYN ROBERTS 

fosse Ga//ery, Stow- 
on-the-Wofd GI54 lAF, 
throughout October 

Gwyn^s great love for 
Snowdonia has always 
had a huge influenc 
on his work. He spends 


Discovered after his 
death, the images 
describe a journey 
from Los Angeles 
to Sacramento, 
revealing his 
personal viewpoint 
of America ot this 
time. Davey has 
used these images 
as a starting point for an 
imagined conversation 
with him about his trip, 
connecting childhood 
memories with exhibition 
archives, enabling the 
viewer to reflec 
on how memories 
are made. The 
ConversatfOR explores 
the notion of the 
family archive, using a 
series of ten Polaroid 
images taken by 
Holly's grandfather in 
1972. 

THE NEGLECTED WATER 
COLOURIST 

Nofhampton Museum 
and Art Gallery, untit 20th 
November 

Thurston Laidlaw 
Shoosmith gained on 
international reputation for 
his subtle and distinctive 
style of watercolour in the 
early 20th century. This 
exhibition takes a fresh 
look at the life ond work 
of one of Northampton's 
mojor artists. 


much time in 
West Wales, 
walking the 
cliffs of the 
ruggedly 
dromatic 
coastline and 
he finds g eat 
inspiration 
in the ever- 
changing 
light on the 
sea and rocks. This is on 
exhibition of his new works, 
fabovej 


HOLLY DAVEY - THE 
CONVERSATION 


The 


Old fire Station, 
Oxford, Untit 4th 
November 
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Barry Whltehouse 
of The Artery in Parsons Street 
www.thearteryonffne.co.uk 


CHANGING TRENDS 

Instead of using the more traditional methods 
of creating art such as oils, gouache, or 
acrylics, many artists are taking to the pent 
Not just traditional pen and ink, there is now 
a growing number of graphics based marker 
pens being released into the art market. 

Pens such as the alcohol based 'Promarker', 
or 'Copic Clao' pen hove been around 
for some years but in the past 12 months 
many art companies have released their 
own markers. Winsor & Newton now have 
'Watercolour Markers'which are basically 
watercolours In pen form that when wet give 
the look of watercolours. They have also 
released a range of pigment markers said to 
be lightfast for 100 yearsl 

Why are so many artists turning to this marker 
based way of creating work? 

One reason may be that in this fast paced, 
modern world the marker pen gives Instant 
colour and doesn't take time to set up. They 
are highly portable and can be used on the 
move, and are bright, vibrant and scan well, 
meaning they can be easily added to ony 
digital art work. 

Traditional art mediums will never leave 
us, but it doesn't mean that new ways of 

creating 
should be 
dismissed. It 
was feared 
that digital 
art would 
take over, 
but these 
new art 
trends help 
enhance the 
'handmode' 
feel and can 
strengthen 
digital based 
art work. 

L J 




A SIMPLE ROSE IN 
WATERCOLOUR 

What you will need: 

A4 300gsm watercolour 
paper with o cold pressed 
surface 

Viridian and permanent 
rose watercolour paint 

A large round and a small 
detail round brush 

A mixing tile 

This rose exercise Is a 
great way for someone 
to make a start in art as it 
uses only two brushes and 
two colours, and requires 
no drawing whatsoever! It 
helps with understanding 
how colours work and 
mix, and how to achieve 
depth without the use 
of black. When you 
limit your palette you 
instantly start looking at 
how many colours and 
shades can be created 
from the small omount 
of colours that you are 
using. The painting also 
has a greater sense of 


colour harmony due to all 
colours being mode from 
just a few. 

STEP 1 

Begin by wetting your 
paper all over. You may 
wish to tope it down to 
stop it from cockling. 

Dip the brush in the 
permanent rose paint 
and dob it in the middle 
of the paper. If the 
wetness of the point and 
paper is correct then the 
paint with spread o little 
giving fuzzy edges, and 
may creole shapes. 


1 
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STEP 2 

While the paper is still 
wet add the viridian 
green around the edges 
of the pink *splodget Mix 
together the permanent 
rose and the viridian in 
varying quantities to give 
lots of tones of green 
and greys, and odd 
them in places to the 
background. Allow the 
paper to dry. 

STEP 3 

Use the smaller 
brush and 
add more 
permanent rose 
in semi circles 
in the centre of 
the 'splodge* 
getting wider 
as you move 
towards the 
outside edge. 



It may take a while for 
the colour to begin to lift. 

If it doesn't lift off well, 
dompen the area a little, 
leave it for a few seconds 
then go back into it with a 
clean, almost dry brush. 

STEP 5 

Continue this for all the 
petals. As you do this, 
you will find that the pain 
that has been lifted gets 
moved towards the edge 
of the petal and will give 

an outline 
of it. 

STEP 6 

Mix 

together 
the 

permanent 
rose with a 
little viridian 
to make 
a pinky- 
purple. 

Use this 
to outline the petals and 
blend this colour down 
into the body of the rose. 

STEP 7 

Mix a stronger mix of 
viridian and permanent 
rose to make a darker 
tone and go bock into 
the darker oreas and 
blend it up and out. 

STEP 8 



STEP 4 

With the smaller brush, 
make it a little damp and 
begin by lifting out the 
highlight on the petals. 


Now for some "edge 
blending". Make a very 
dork mix of the rose and 
viridian. Paint a little 
oround the edge of the 
petal where it meets the 




background, and with a 
clean damp brush blend 
it out into the rest of the 
background. Do this all 
oround the flowe. 

STEP 9 

With this dark colour 
paint the shopes of 
leaves near the rose, and 
again blend it out into 
the background. This will 
make a negative shape 
of the leaf, which you can 
add veins into should you 
wish, or just leave them 
blank. This helps give 
scale and a sense of a 
bigger picture to the rose, 
showing it isn’t on its own. 
Add a little more rose to 
the mix, and fust paint in 
the dorker detailed areas 
of the petols to make them 
stand out a little more. 



Thfs mefhod works weJt for 
any type of fiower painiin 
except for wMe flowers 
tf js poss/ble to do o wfifte 
flower in this technique, bu 
you just miss out Step J. 
4nd paint the background 
ieoWng an area of white 
paper for the flower 
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FINE ART 

Auctioneers & Valuers 

Paintings, Silver 
& Jewellery 

Saturday 15th October 

10am 

Viewing: 

Friday 14 th October 9am'7pm 

Ocher viewing times may be available on request. 


For further information, please contact Sarah Lewis 
(Pictures) or Simon Davies (Silver & Jewellery) 

on 01295 272488 

sarahlewis@Jsfneart. co. uk 
simondavies@jsfinearL co. uk 


John Anster Fitzgerald (1819-1906) Fairies attending 
to a bird, watercolour. £40,000-60,000 


COTEFIELD AUCTION ROOMS 
OXFORD ROAD, BANBURY 
OXFORDSHIRE 0X15 4AQ 

www.jsfineart.co.uk 
enquiries@jsfi nearr.co.uk 

01295 272488 


A GuUd of 

Handicrafts silver and 
cabochon biscuit 
barrel designed 
by Charles Ashbee. 
Estimate 
£ 10 , 000 - 
£15,000 





at the Auction 


The introduction of 
dedicated specialist 
auctions for Pictures, 

Sf/ver and Jewet/ery has 
been a great success for 
JS Fine Art, resulting in 
some outstanding entries 
amongst the autumn 
selection which will be sold 
on October 15th. 

Included in the silver 
section is a silver and 
cobochon biscuit barrel 
and cover designed by 
Chortes Robert Ashbee 
(1863-1942) for the Guild 
of Handicrafts. Ashbee is 
one of the most collected 
designers from the Arts and 
Crafts period ond this is a 
fine example of his work. 

Rarely seen on the morket 
is the watercolour by 
Victorian artist John Anster 
Fitzgerald (1819-1906), 
known os '"Fairy Fitzgerald"' 
by his contemporaries. 

Fairy painting became 
very popular in the 19th 
Century with a number of 
ortists including Fitzgerald, 


Walter Crane, Richard 
Doyle and of course the 
illustrator Arthur Rackham 
excelling in this field, 
inspired by plays such 
os A Mfdsummer Nighfs 
Dream and the earlier 
works of William Blake. 

The vibrant colours in this 
current pointing of fairies 
attending to o small 
bird represent the best 
of Fitzgerald's work. A 
long term opium addict 
Fitzgerold created many 
works which include more 
sinister choracters included 
omongst the more typical 
depictions of fairies. 

The catalogue for this next 
ouction will be online in the 
first week of Cctober and 
os usual there will be the 
facility to bid live online, 
os well as the normal 
methods of bidding. 

For further information, 
please contact us on 
01295 272488 or email 
enquiries@isfineart.co.uk 

WWW j sf in ea ft. c o. u 
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www.hoIlowaysauctioneers.co.uk 
49 Parsons Street, Banbury 0X16 5NB 


" Telephone 01295 817777 

enquiries @ hoUoway s auctioneers, c o. uk 
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SWIMMING WITH DOGS, 
NOT DOLPHINS! 


Shires* dog lovers got the 
chance to swim with their 
shaggy friends at Chipping 
Norton open air pool last 
month at the lido*s 'dog 
swim'. 


The summer evening swim 
was first held in 2013 when 
visiting Dutch holiday maker 
asked Chipping Norton Lido 
Manager Liz Cooke if there 
was an annual "dog swim*. 

Liz had never heard of this 
before, but apparently they 
are all the rage in Holland. 

Storting with a dozen or so dogs in 
2013, the event hos quickly grown 
in popularity and this year's swim 
was quickly sold out with dozens of 
dog owners left disappointed. Dogs 
and their owners had travelled from 
all over to take part in the swim. 


It seems the idea is 
catching on quickly, 
with Cheltenham Lido 
hosting more waggy tails 
next month... 


Chipping Norton lido 
manager Lii Cooke 
w/fh 'Juno*; 2: tiicolo Merry of 
Cf'nderfofd with ‘Prune'* Uicoia fiad 
pt/f svyJmm/ng wfth her pef iabrodor 
■prune' on her bucfcef l/sf when 
diagnosed w/th concer fn 2003* 
Happ/Ty, she surv/ved her treotmenf 
and fuffjJ/ed her wfsh fo sw/m wit 


The doggy splash is held on the last 
evening of the last day's swim at 
Chipping Norton Lido. The water 
is drained off at the end of the 
session, the pool is deep cleoned. 

Next year's swim starts with fresh 

water. 

Manager Liz 
commented: “We 

have never had 
any probfems, one 
year we had the tab 
check the water after 
the swfm and /t was 
absotute/y fine* 


r> 







■f^ruDe' of Ch/ppmg Worfon; 3: Salty Sevan of 
Strafford upon Avon wfffi Tfggy'; 4: touren 
Wyoff'i dog 'PoWy' /eop/ng into the pool: 5: 
lifeguards, Hamish Joffe & Som Morfon; 
6: Keefey TToy/or and Josh Dowson (from 
CorferfonJ w/fh 'L//yV 7: this tittle feila cou/dn'f 
summon up fhe courage fo /eopf 










































Adstone House 

Ads tone, Towcester 
Northamptonshire 

An historic Manor House 
with outbuiidings, land and 
abundant unspoilt potential. 
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UTILITY KQOMS - 
HIDDEN SeM$ FIOM 


COTTESWOOD ' 

The utility room is no longer 
a place purely for laundry. In 
recent years it has become 
an evolved space within most 
homes. A humble family hub 
If you like, home not only to 
stray socks but o piace to store 
everyday essentials and often, 
a crucial stop-gap between 
those mucky paws and the next 
room... 

As innovators with over 30 years 
of experience, Cotteswood 
believe that achieving the 
perfect balance between 
functionality and aesthetics 
shouldn't have to stop in the 
kitchen, but continue through 
into the utility room, a space 
often overlooked, but an 
essential hero of the home. 

The team at Cotteswood ^ 
continuously deliver 
excellence, bringing their 
customers exceptional, 
handcrafted furniture with 
meticulous attention to detail. 







Five steps to selling your house 


Step five - Crossing the finish line 



CC 


Matthew Allen, Head of Property 
Sales at the anbury office ot 
Fisher German, sets out below the 
fifth of five steps to successful! 
selling your property... 


Moving house con be one of the 
most stressful things you do, but a reo 
good agent will approach this like 
o military operation, taking the strain 
and ensuring you understand the state 
of ploy throughout, in sharp contrast 
to the new breed of online agents, 
and many traditional agents, we 
moke the progression of your sole 
our number one priority. 


5 ? 


After ihe sale has been agreed there is still □ 
huge annount of work to be done. Energetic 
and determined safes progression work is vital to 
ensure o smooth and trouble-free process. Key 
areas of work include: 

Drafting a comprehensive memorandum of sale 

Confirming all finance arrangements are in 
place 

Instructing an energetic conveyancing solicitor 

Ensuring the draft contracts ore dispatched 
without delay 

Agreeing o fixtures and fittings list 

Answering queries and ensuring o swift 
information flow 

Working with other parties in the choin 

Arranging surveys and helping to interpret 
findings 

Always on hond to provide comfort ond 
reassurance 

Agreeing appropriate exchange and 
completion dates 


Contact Matthew at matthew.cillen@fishergerman.co.uk * 01295 271555 • fishergerman.co.uk 
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® FISHER 

GERMAN 






An exceptional lifestyle property 

* Beautifully renovated period hou5e 

* 5 bedroom principal dwelling 

* Stunning entertaining bam incorporated 

* Leisure complex with pool S. tennis court 

* Landscaped gardens 

* Modern form and equestrian buildings 

* 85 acres of pasture and amenity land 

* EPC rating C 

Guide price £2,?00,oaQ 


1 5 offices selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 








































® FISHER 

GERMAN 


fishergerman.co.uk 


Weedon, Norfhannptonshire 




Substontial conalside property 
with income potentiol 

• 4 bedroom house, 1 bedroom flat 

• Point shop with dock, office, workshop 

• Born with 2 rooms, kitchen oreo. WC 

• Further born with workshops and WCs 

• EPC ratings D 

Guide price £9 50,{>00 


Aston le Walls, Northamptonshire 




Attractive family home 

* Spacious halL kitchen, utility room 

• Sitting room, dining room, ctoakroom 

• 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms {1 en-suite) 

* Double garage 

• Privote garden 

* EPC rating D 

Guide price £420,000 



1 5 offices selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 























fishergerman.co.uk 


® FISHER 

GERMAN 


Chaconnbe, Oxfordshire/Northamptonshire borders 





Detoched period farmhouse 
with abundant potentiaJ 

• Kitchen/family room, sitting room 

• 5 bedrooms. 3 bath/shower rooms 
" Ou t buil dlng/st u dio with potentio I 

• Gardens. In all about 0.26 acre 
- EPC rating F 

Guide price £725,000 
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Stairway to 


Heaven 


T 


here's a reason wtry 
iegendary rockers Led 
Zeppelin named fheir most 
famous hit ^^Stairway to Heaven.*' 
The fact is, there's just something 
truly romantic about a tong, 
sweeping staircase; they are, more 
often than not the most impressive 
structure within your home, being 
visible from most of your rooms. 

Hundreds of years ago, skilled 
artisans built grand staircases 
admired for their elegant design 
and uncompromfstng qua//ty, tn 
fact stairways were once one 
of the more artistic features of 
a home* But architecture has 
changed quite a bit since then, 
for a while, handcrafted, one- 
of-a-kind staircases gave way to 
more economical, space-saving 
systems. Over the last decade 
or so however, the c/assicaJ and 
luxurious staircases of the past 
have made a comeback; with 
more home owners booking to 


design unique 
staircases that 
enhance o 
living area or 
even become 
its main focus. 

You'll have 
severai 
important 

decisions to make when designing 
your perfect staircase. 

Funcfion: Home owners should be 
practicoL Take into consideration 
how much footfall the stairway will 
take and make sure you pick a 
size and style that works with the 
amount of usage it will get. When 
in doubt, go for rustic or reclaimed 
wood os this will hide wear and 
tear. 

Size matters: Curved and circular 
stairs can be ideal for smaller 
spaces as the footprint of these 
are considerably smaller than a 
traditional staircase. And larger 


spirals, from elegant to orgonic, 
often lend a dramatic air to ony 
open living space. It’s important 
to be practical however; if your 
only staircase is spiral then it could 
be difficult carrying la ger loads 
from one floor to anothe . if you're 
looking for a grand statement 
then look at some of the unusual 
staircases that can be found in 
stately homes - one example is the 
spectacular swirling staircose [right) 
attributed to Leonardo DaVinci, 
constructed in 1520, which is at the 
Chateau de La Rochefoucauld, 
Charente, France. 
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Safety: Making sure your staircase is 
safe should be your top priority. The 
hardest port of designing a stairway 
is making sure it adheres to health 
and safety. You will be able to 
get advice on this from your local 
building controctor or carpenter. 

Multi-functional: Famously, Harry 
Potter's room wos under the stairs 
of his aunty and uncle's house “ if 
you can call it a room that hi Either 
way it was here that he received 
his letter to Hogwarts and so his 
infamous, magical journey began. 

Mony of us will be underutilising 
the space under our stairs and 
although we are not suggesting 
that you dramaticolly downsize your 
children's bedroom for a somewhat 
more cosy space, it is certoinly 
worth considering some alternative 
uses. It could offer more living space 
and in turn increase the value of 
your property. So go on, why not 
turn your Flarry Potter cupboard into 
something more magical? 

Looks are everything: Stoircases 
don't all need to be made of wood 
or carpet. They can be beautifully 
decorative, using wallpapers, tiles, 
or even your own designs. Let your 
imagination go wild and you'll be 
amazed at what you could come 
up with. 


Do your homework: The best way to 
guarantee you'll build the perfect 
stairway is to do a little legwork. 
There are plenty of sources to help 
you find what you like and rul 
out what you don’t. Look through 
magozines ond brochures ond visit 
several stair manufacturers'. Even 
if some of these companies ore 
out of your budget or use different 
materials, you con still garner some 
inspirational design tips to share 
with the company or builder you 
do choose. 

It's the personal details that moke 
a house a home. And sometimes, 
the most unique choices are also 
the most successful. By following your 
instincts, you’ll design a staircase thot 
takes your home to the next level! 

feff from fop: book staircase design 
made from favourite fiffes; undersfoirs 
sheivmg: a grand sweeping staircase 
for orr open p/on home 

fhrs page, from fop ieff: the staircase 
at the Chateau de La Rochefoucauld: 
under fhe sfo/rs wine cellar: a spirai 
staircase to fit into a smati space 
storage for all fhose outdoor shoes; 
o rather joUy tittle piayhouse to keep 
the children enferfoined; a tiny home 
office or study spoce fitted into t 
under-stairs space ^ 


vinici ^ 
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Out with the Old— in with the New 

At some point it is simply time to modernise your 
garage door Hormann can provide you with an 
attractive and appropriate solution for any fitting 
situation. Inexpensive standard sizes, especialSy 
created for modernisation, will save you money 
and get you using your new sectional door faster. 
Your Hormann partner also provides you with a 
complete package of services: 

# Qualified consultation 

# Measurement on-site 

# Professional fitting 

# Removal and environmentally friendly disposal 


Your /oca/ H6rm3^nn partner: 
Cherweil Doors 
Milner House, Thorpe Way 
Banbury, 0X16 4SP 
01295 256698 
cherwel Idoors. com 






Visit our 
Banbury showroom, 
open 8am-5pm Monday 
to Friday,'& Saturday 
mornings by prior 
I-. appointment 




FREE ProMatic 
operator set with 
every Hormann 


at Cherweil Doors 
before 

30th November 2016 


y 


cherweil 

doors 


CHERWELLDOORS.COM 01295 256698 






Open Door Policy 
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Has your garage door ever let you 
down, just when you needed to get 
the car out quickly to go to work, or 
put the (awn mower away? Quite 
often, it*s not an aspect of your 
home that you give much thought 
to, unless you have a problem. 
However a good qualify, well 
maintained garoge door could 
not only improve the look of your 
property, but bring added security 
os well. 

Established and based in Banbury, 
Oxfordshire over 13 years ago, 

Cherwell 
Doors has 
grown from 
originolly 
specialising 
in the 
industrial 
door market 
to supplying 
domestic 
garage 
doors as 
well. In 



addition to our mony 
conventional projects, we 
pride ourselves on tackling 
the most chollenging 
tasks, including bespoke 
installations for a number of 
clients. So for any job, large 
or small, or even if it seems 
a little difficult, we'd lov 
to see if we con meet your 
needs! 

We offer supply and 
insfallotion of all industrial 
doors and entrance systems, 
including repoirs and maintenonce 
on existing doors. A repair and 
maintenance service is also 
available on gorage doors supplied 
and installed by us. 

At Cherwell Doors we are aware 
that most customers like to see a 
fully operational garoge door "in 
the flesh", befo e they decide on a 
product. 

At our garage door showroom on 
Thorpe Way, Banbury, we have 



o variety of products on display 
from our quality suppliers. With 
both manually operated and 
remote control options available 
on all types of doors, from steel up 
ond over, to sectional, to rolling 
garage doors, we’re certain to be 
oble to find something to suit you 
requirements and budget. We are 
open from Sam-5pm Monday to 
Friday ond lOam-1 pm on Saturdays 
by prior appointment only. Please 
do call in to see us or email sales® 
cherwelldoors.com. 
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THE HOME OF HOME APPLIAHCES 



ENJOY A FEAST OF AUTUMN 
SAVINGS WITH NEFF 


Trade in your existing model and get up 
to £100 off o new NEFF appliance. 

*Promot^on will run from 01.09. /6 - ^2.^0.16 Inciusive, 
and tncorporafeSi savings across selected. NEFF 
appliances /n porfic/pafing stores on setectoof 
modeis. Asfc /n store 
tor detofc. 

www.neff .co.uk/tradeinl 6 



www.buywiseappliances.co.uk 


BUYWISE 

THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 


© 01295 266087 

sales@buywiseofbanbury.co.uk 


CONNECT WITH US 

Bjaj 


45 Parsons Street | Banbury Oxon [ 0X16 5NA 




























There are a few things that scream 
'quintessentially English*; afternoon 
tea, with lashing of jam and 
clotted crearrip lazy Sundays spent 
walking with fomilies and a perfect 
porchp clad with climbing roses oil 
embrace the ideo of the beoutiful 
English countryside. 

A porch can moke a fabulous 
edition to your home. It will not 
only offer a first impression of your 
style to visitors before they even 
step aver the threshold, but will 
also add to the appeal of your 
property. 

As with all areas of home design 
these days, there ore numerous 
styles available, from those that just 
sit above your door to those that 
extend your front entrance with 
pillars and side paneling. 

It is therefore important to think 
carefully about design. The porch 
should be constructed in a style 
that suits the original architecture 
and is in proportion with the size of 
your house. Period homes deserve 
brick-built, enclosed porches 
with front doors, whereas modern 
homes may suit more open timber 
structures. 


If designing an 
enclosed porch, it 
is worth considering 
the impact it might 
have on the natural 
light that flow 
through your existing 
front door as you 
may be able to 
improve the amount 
of daylight with a 
well-considered 
design. 


If you are considering updating the 
exterior of your home with the oddition of 
a porch then a visit to a local showroom 
and crafts person is a must. They will 
have a wealth of knowledge and 
experience ond will be able to guide you 
on your way to *porch perfection’. 
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Rea/ Wood ff/fchens based at Blenheim Palace Sawmills 
work alongside you every step of the way to offer a 
tailored service for your bespoke furniture needs. With 
over 15 years’ experience in the industry and through 
the utilisation of their highly qualified team th oughout all 
trades. Real Wood Kitchens guarantee a perfect result 
every time. 












































V^ou can visli the Real Wood 
Kitchens showroom at 8 
B/enhe/m Paface Saw Mitis, 
Comhe, Witney 0X29 SET - 
open Monday-friday, 8am 
- 5pm or atfernafiveiy at 
evenings and weekends by 
appointment 01993 898808. 



www.reatwoodkitchens.co. uk 








































Taking your interiors 

to new heights 

The Ofd flight Hoi/se, offers unfque 
anf/ques, Wnfage and fnterrors». 

The Old Flight House, owned by 
Michael and Solly Dunseoth, was 
opened in February 2012. After 
just SIX months it had outgrown 
its original showroom ond was 
extended by a further two 
showrooms. Continuing this trend, 
the business hos gone from strength 
to strength ever since. 

Michael and Solly, who have 
almost 20 years’ experience within 
the antique industry commented 

'We have 75 different deaJers 
showcasf'ng on the premises* Our 
vhion was to create a different kmd 
of antiques centre- We wanted to 
inspire people who visit us- Th/s has 
been achieved by making sure 
that ail of the stock is displayed in 
a light and spacious setting. This in 
turn helps our customers /magine 
how things wou/d /ook in their own 
home-" 

The range of stock offered at The 
Old Flight House includes fin 



ouse 


The Old Flight House is a refreshingly different antiques 
and interiors centre based in Oxfordshire and is home to over 
70 dealers showcasing their ever-changing range of unique items 
for both home and garden. You will love what we have to offer and 
you can be sure of finding that special something with the help 
of our team of friendly and knowledgeable staff. 


Our stylish and fully licensed cafe offers a mouthwatering menu of 
freshly prepared food and good coffee - all at reasonable prices. 


WeVe easy to find too - just north of Oxford off the A34, 
five minutes from Bicester Village, between J9 and JIO on the 
M40. We're open every day from 10am - Bpm (ITam - Bpm on 
Sundays). We look forward to offering you a warm welcome. 


Weston-on-the-Green, Oxfordshire 0X25 3TJ 
theotdflighthouse.co.uk 01S69 343441 


One of thousands of items available 
at The Old Flight House 
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antiques, retro items from 50's 60's and 
70’s, French provincial furniture and 
artefacts, beautiful rugs, antique and 
modern art, limited edition photography 
and vintage clothing and accessories. 


Michael continues 'We fee/ mcredibiy 
forfunafe fo have such a great and diverse 
cross secf/on of dealers on board.** 


Once you have absorbed the many 
quality products on display you can 
put your feet up, relax and reflect o 
your purchases at The Old Flight House 
cafe, which offers a variety of delicious, 
homemade food and drink. 


'We fee/ /f /s rmportanf for our customers 
to be ab/e to to/ce fhe/r time when 
shopping and be ob/e to stop for coffee, 
cake or tunch if they wish. This offers the 
time and space needed to relax and 
make decisions about their purchases. 
Nobody wants to make decisions on an 
empfy fummyf” Michael commented. 


The Old Flight House is a wonderful source 
of inspiration whether you 
are on interior designer, 
or someone looking to 
bring something different 
into your home. There is 
always a wide selection 
of unique products 
available to suite all 
budgets. 


Being located ot Weston 
on the Green, only fiv 
minutes from Bicester 
Village and 15 minutes 
from Oxford, it couldn't 
be easier to find tha 
perfect piece for your 
home. 

So why not let your 
imagination take fligh 
with a visit to this rather 
unique interiors centre. 




HOMES & INTERIORS 



Home is where the heart is, so it's good to know there 
ore plenty of beautitui home accessories available to 
make you happy to be there. Whether you're giving a 
room a total revamp or simply adding a pretty Item to 
make a small change, striking accessories are what 
add the finishing touches to any room, any of these 
items are from our local independent stores where 
good quality and individuality are paramount. 

Look out for our featured products from Abraxas 
Cookshop and Fancy That... 

Abraxas Cookshop: Heart of the Shires 
Shopping Village, Weedon NN7 4LB. Visit www. 
abraxascookshop.com or call 01327 34IOSO 

Fancy That: 20 Parson's St, Banbury 0X16 SLY. Call 
01295 258818 or find them on Facebook 























Emma Bridgevh^ofer Oranges 
10.5" p/afe, £19.99; Wewgafe 
cream e/ecfr#c clock, j 
£64.99; Le Creuset 23cm 
ovol cerise casserole, 
special offer £99.99 
fRRP£T40.99J. All from 
Abraxas Cooksbop 
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Loft rooms ore usually the most 
appealing Interiors in the whole 
house. They conjure up Ideas of 
secret rooms and a space where 
your imagination con run wild ^ a 
retreat away from the hustle and 
bustle perhaps? These spaces have 
a special charm, and a warm feel 
that seems to follow you oround, 
even after you leave them. 

Designing such a space can come 
with many challenges however. The 
shapes of the loft room, for one, 
are almost never standard and 
often have heovily angled ceilings 
and nooks and crannies that are 
not seen in any other room in your 
home. These are areas that should 
not be overlooked however; as it 
is the quirkiness of the loft space 
that lends itself so well to the more 
originol design elements that may 
overpower other rooms within your 
home. 


Lofty Ideas 




Before you finalise an 
decisions, it is olways best 
to contact local trade's 
people who will be able 
to odvise you on the 
structural concerns, ond 
the implications this may 
throw up once you stort to 
repurpose your loft space. 

There Is nothing stopping 
you from turning this 


space into the room of your 
dreams, whether you are looking 
for an unusual living space with 
a hammock in the middle, o 
Provence style living room, an 
office space or an exhibition interio 
for your mlnioture train collection - 
the possibilities ore endless. 






- 
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j ^ELAX 


Soak away the day in a beautifully designed 
bathroom surrounded by pretty trinkets and 
luxurious scents. Taking the time to create a tranquil 
haven away from the hullabaloo of every day life is 
worth every moment of planning. 


bright fowets from Houseotogyi paprika 
bafhmaf from Very: jar and soap dispenser by 
Amora; resm corat sponge by KeUy Happen 















































The Best Furniture Brands 
And The Best Customer Service 



All our ranges carry 
extensive guarantees. 

Knowledgeable 
& friendly staff. 

Gold Standard 
Delivery Service 
including full 
positioning and 
removal of packaging. 

Family business 
established in Banbury 
for over 25 years 


THE GREAT INDOORS 

AUTUMN FURNITURE EVENT 

GREAT BRANDS * GREAT SAVINGS# GREAT PRICES 


Opening Hours 

Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.T5pm 
Sunday 1 0.00am - 4.00pm 

Bennetts Family Furnishi ngs Ltd 
Warwick Road, Banbury 0X16 2AB 

www.bennettsfurniture.co.uk 



01295 253220 









VACANT HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION PROPERTIES 

A new system which allows 
anyone on West Oxfordshire's 
housing register to apply for 
vacant Housing Assoclotion 
properties has been launched, 

Homeseeker Plus lists vacant 
houses across the District for 
rent online. Prospective and 
existing tenonts are banded 
according to their individual 
needs and can then *bid' 
for properties suited to their 
circumstances. 

The scheme replaces the 
previous Housing Woiting List. 
Properties are advertised 
weekly and when the 
advertising period ends the 
Council will offer eoch property 
to the most appropriate bidder. 

Anyone requiring help with 
the new process including 
those concerned about using 
computers should contact the 
Housing Team on 01993 861000. 



JOHN NICHOLLS 'SUPERSITE^ 

IN BICESTER 

John Nfchoffs Buitding and 
Ptumbing Merchanfs and tflfchen 
and Bafhroom Soti/fions are 

launching their new showroom in 
Bicester. 

John Nicholls have strengthened 
their position as the number 
one independent building and 
plumbing merchants in Oxfordshire 
and Worwickshire by opening their 
first *Supers!te' in the summe . 

The new site in Bicester is the largest 
single site within the Nicholls Group 
covering 40,000 sq ft which includes 
a large building and plumbing 
merchant kitchen and bothroom 
solutions showroom, warehousing, 
office space and a large yard area. 


The new site incorporates all the 




Nicholls' 

core 

businesses 
such as 
building 
and 


timber, plumbing and heating, 
kitchens and bathrooms and some 
exciting new business ventures 
including a range of bedroom 
and joinery displays, direct-to-site 
delivery options, van-size parking 
spaces and a partnership with a 
neighbouring cafe all delivering on 
incredible range of services for their 
customers. 



Shires Oak Buildings 

of Warwickshire 

Traditional green oak framed structures 


TP-o 
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Garden Rooms • Orangeries • Garages • Extensions 

i,v.,v v u. . 01926 612812 info@shtresoak.co.uk 
_I t— www.shiresoak.co.uk 
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Home Remodelling 



CENTRAL OXFORD TOWN HOUSE, EXTENSION AND 
REFURBISHMENT 

Situated in the Oxford Conservation Area, this four 
story, prime-residential property has undertaken an 
extensive architectural refurbishment and extension. 
The finished look is o contemporary family friendly 
living space along with increased bedroom sizes and 
improved bathroom facilities. 









WilliamGreenArchitects RIBA tit 


Creative, Tailored Design Services, Project Management & Planning 

T: 01869 347596 E: design@williamgreenarchitects.co.uk W: wrlhamgreenarchitects.co.uk 


Chartened Practice 
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OXFORD REMODELUNG 
AND EXTENSION 

A recently completed 
remodelled terraced 
property with extension 
in Oxford. The creative, 
architectural design 
has transformed this 
house into o fantastic, 
contemporary, family 
home with new kitchen 
dining extension and loft 
conversion. 

Both projects by William 
Green Arch/tects Limited, 
Unit 2, Lakesfde farm, 
Middle Aston, Bicester, 
Oxfordshire 0X25 5FP. 
Cali 01869 347596. 
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TOWN CENTRE HOUSE BECOMES A TOWN CENTRE HOME 


A vacant office block in Banbur 
has been brought into use after 
Cherwell District Council secured £1 
million of funding to transform the 
building into affordable housing. 

Town Centre House, on the junction 
of Warwick Rood and Southern 
Road, had previously been stood 
empty for approximately a decade 
prior to the councirs Build! team 
securing the grant from the Homes 
and Community Agency. 


Cllr John Donaldson, CherwelTs 
lead member for housing, said: 

"This is a win-win situation for 
everyone concerned: not only 
have we provided much-needed 
affordable housing opportunities 
but we have made fantastic use 
of a key building in the centre of 
town. Town Centre House has stood 
empty for far too long ond it's great 
to bring this prominent site back 
into use. 

'The building is 
locoted in the heart 
of the town centre 
within walking 
distance of the 
amenities which 
will be great for 
the residents while 
the added footfall 
can only be good 
for the economy. 

We are excited to 
welcome the firs 
residents who will 
turn Town Centre 
House into their 
town centre home.” 



The apartments will start from 
£126.27 per week excluding council 
tox and electricity. Interviews 
are currently taking place with 
prospective tenants and it is 
expected thot the first esidents 
will move in later this month 
(September). 

Anyone who is interested in renting 
one of the aportments will need to 
be listed on the council's housing 
register. 

For more informotion on the 
apartments contact Cherwell 
District Council's housing team on 
01295 227004 or email housing® 
cherwell-dc.gov.uk Details on the 
housing register can be found 
online at www.cherwelLgov.uk/ 
housingregister 



Tibbetts 



ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

B EXTENSIONS 
B NEW BUILDS 
B CONVERSIONS 


Call for a FREE, no obligation quote 
T: 01295 720075 
M: 07973 923362 

E; markt1bbetts@tibbettsdevelopments.co.Lk 


CHERRYWOOD 

KITCHENS AND INTERIORS 



GANALSIDE, CROPREDY 0X17 1 PQ 
01295 753259 
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For more information regarding Cherrywood kitchens go to; 
www.cherrywoodkitchensandinteriors.co.uk 


c/ockwwe from top ifght: Luke 
Cherry outside his Cropredy 
showroom: Jodie and Luke Cherry 
and Johr) and Sue Ong; Vicky 
Cookng. Zoe ond Mof Sotdwin; 
5am Cuffs. Paut Drury and Julian 
Aldred: kob and Zoe Wall (with 
Grace): Stuart Morgan, iWork ond 
Fiona Gardner: Anna and Robby 
Brown ond Stuorf Gross 


CHERRY 


woot 






r* 


Cherrywood opening 

Guests enjoyed o late summer’s evening in Cropredy near Banbury 
lost month at the opening of the new Cherrywood kitchens 
showroom. 

Established in 2010 Cherrywood Kitchens and Interiors have built 
up an exceptional reputation for the highest quality interiors. 
Cherrywood specialise in handmade kitchens, libraries and studies 
as well as bedrooms and bathrooms. 



*+ 
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DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HAROWOOO 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL R/sNCE OF VMNDOWS DOORS « CONSERVATORIES. CAN 
NOW OFFER THE LIVING ROOM ORANGERY AND THE BFFOID DOORS. AS SHOV/N 
ABOVE AND tS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


iHomePro 



iFENSAl 

1 

PKOfiie:^ 

0 

pa 

M 



Showroom at 



17 Thoipe PIK*. Ovwlfvsfpt indosirtai Etldlu Banbury, Oxicmishire. 0X16 4XH 

Telephono 01295 270 ACM Fai 01295 270 406 
EniAii grpty 'd'lbitnwmdonivs trres«<ve co u>‘ Web W'.'/w b-'t!T^4n.Cb'Ulc 



















































The days are getting shorter 

and the garden is beginning to 

change. But just because the 

garden is storting to die back 

does not mean it is the end of 

the gardening year. ^ 

One at the stars of October 

has to be the ocer. As the 

temperatures start to plummet 

their leaves turn from purple 

and green to vibrant orange, red, yellow and 

shades of copper. Some of the best varieties are 

acer palmatum 'Osakazuki', which turns a bright 

scarlet orange and acer palmatum dissectum 

"Viridis', which has great lime green foliage in the 

summer followed by the bright orange, gold and 

red in the autumn. 


*4 
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Stepping away from the Acer, there are mony other 
great trees with fantastic autumn colour. One of 
my favourites is Parrotia persica, unfortunately it is 
best grown in a large garden. It can grow up to 8m 
wide! If you have the space however, you will be 
rewarded by vivid yellow, red and purple autumn 
colour. This will be followed by bright red flowers in 
winter. 




No sooner have the leaves changed colour than 
they start to drop from their branches. Don't forget 
they are a great addition to the compost heap. 
Equally, if you have lots of them you could make a 
separate pile and make your own leaf mold. 

In the vegetable garden there will be plenty of 
tidying up to do. Remember to keep removing all 
the yellow leaves from your brassicas to stop them 
rotting on the floor. Now Is also a great time to sow 
some green manures on any bare patches of soil. 
These will protect the soil over winter and when you 
dig them into the ground in the spring, will odd lots 
of nutrients to the soil. Fieid beans are a good one to 
sow for this as they will add lots of nitrogen to your 
soil, which in turn will help break up heavy soils. But 
the best one has to be mustard, particularly if you 
have suffered with pest problems such as wire worm. 
Mustard is a naturol bio-fumigant that releases 
gasses from its roots that help kill off any pests and 
diseases that may be present. 

cof^necf with OavidtwwwJhepoffingshed.coMk 
fwffter.com/poftingshed 1 
fh epoftin g-thed-uk.blogipotcoMk 


GARDEN BOOK OF THE MONTH f 

The Royal Horticultural Society's Companion to Wildlife Gardening by Chris Baines 

If you love encouraging wildlife into your garden then this is the book to read. Published by Frances Lincoln 
in hard back it is a big book stuffed full of great photographs to help give you lots of inspiration. This book 
covers everything you need to know to make the perfect garden for wildlife. From planning the wildlife you 
wish to attract through to plant selection and propagation. I have learnt so much about wildlife gordening 
from this book. No longer can you call that corner of the garden you never touch a wildlife garden. There is 
so much more work than just walking away and leaving it to do its own thing. 

ISBN 9780711237919, Available from all good book shops 
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Hot House 

A conservatory fs more than o place to house 
frost tender patio plonts until May. The right plants can tronsform 
it into an indoor winter gorden, without spending a tortune 
on heating. 

Before you place any plants start by clearing everything out of the 
conservatory then, to make the most of weak daylight, clean the gloss 
inside and out. Wash the windowsills, shelves and floor. When it*s dry, 
replace the furniture and start arranging plants. 

Overwintering tender patio plants. Before bringing them In, prune woody 
plants lightly to improve shape and reduce size. Remove deod leaves or 
pests and wipe the pots. Group them in a corner, standing them in large 
plant<pof soucers, and arrange small plants on shelves. 




Permanenf conservatory 
plants: Prune and tidy up 
large climbers trained round 
the root or plants growing m 
raised beds. Plants such as 
bougainvillea and plumbago 
can be pruned roughly now but 
if they are still in flower, wait a 
few weeks. 

Annuofs for season a/ d/spfays: 
Temporary winter-flowering pot 
plants can cheer up shelves, 
windowsills and tables. Nearly 
hardy indoor azalea, cyclamen, 
“Paperwhite" narcissus, forced 
hyacinth, coloured primrose 
and polyanthus are fine without 
heating. 

Winter exotics: Unusual winter- 
. owering plants look exotic 




PILE & SONS 
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SALES AND SftVICE 
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and subtropical but only need a 
little heat on very cold nights. One 
of the showiest is the evergreen 


Heaf/ng: Conservatories 
. trap and store heat 

fairly well thanks to 
shelter from the house, 
jy ^IB so in milder parts of 

^ 1 the country the interior 

■ ' ^ I 

I often remains just above 
freezing on cold nights, 

^ even without heating. This 

^ * I will usually keep nearly 
I hardy plants happy, 
y keep a small heater 

handy for longer cold 
snaps. Many patio and 
conservatory plants need 
a minimum temperature 

-I of 4.4X t40°F} 

ffouf/ne plant core: Water plants 
os little as possible while they are 
dormant during winter, to avoid 


cyctamen 




0^ 


'V#. 





shrub correa, which has masses 
of nodding bell-shaped flowers 
carried all winter and into early 
spring. 

AUTUMN AND WINTER 
CONSERVATORY MANAGEMENT 

In the cooler months, high humidity, 
low temperatures and poor light 
make It vital to monoge plonts 
carefully. 



rotting. Minimise mildew and fungal 
diseases by keeping humidity low- 
open windows for a few hours 
on fine days and use o heater to 
dispel damp air. Don't feed plants 
In winter to discourage lush soft 
growth thaf s easily attacked by 
cold or disease. But watch out for 
pests such as greenfly, which can 
breed all year round under cover. 



www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk 


TEDDY BEAR 
LOVERS! 

See our extensive 
range of bears on 
display, mcfudmg 
collectables and 
cuddy companions 


The Garden Lovers Garden Centre 


•on A423 SOUTHAM ROAD 
nr FARNBOROUGH, BANBURY 0X17 lEL 

TELEPHONE: 01295 690479 


WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WON’T COST THE EARTH 
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JohnOeere XI 1 5R 


Petrol ride-on lawn tractor 



Rear discharge deck 
Working width. 92cni / 36" 
Cutting height: 25 - 90mni 
Forward speed: Up to 8.9km/h 
300L Collector System 


2 Year Warranty 



FAROL 

L I M I r E D 


Byfleld Shop Open 
Mon - Fri:: Sann: - 5pm 
Sat: Bam - 12.30pm 


Boddlngton Rd^ Byfield, 
N'hamplonstiire^ WN11 BFL 
mi 01327 264B44 


f faceboO'k.com/FarolLtd twitter.com/FarolLtd 



www.barnfarmplants.co.uk 
01295 758080 Open seven days a week 
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he Green Goddess 
returned to her 
winter quarters 
on the first of September 
with a joyous shout of 
'harvest home'! 

I have been involved in 
gathering the harvest for 
well over 50 years. Father 
had his first combine in 
the early 1940s - it was 
a lend/lease tractor 
drawn Minneapolis- 
Moline coupled up to a 
Minneapolis-Moline UTS 
tractor. Both came over 
from the USA to help with 
the war effort. 

Our first self-propelled 
machine arrived in 1951. 

It was a Massey-Harris 726 
bagger and was the first 
combine \ drove after 
leaving school. 

Over the years I hove 
driven many different 
makes all with varying 
degrees of sophistication. 
One early improvement 
was the addition of o 
cab. Long gone were the 
days of returning home 
covered with harvest 
dust and a sun tanned 
face [with a white ring 
where the dust mask 
fitted over your mouth 
and nose}. The cobs were 
pressurised with an air 
conditioning unit fitted 
to keep the dust out. The 
drawback was being 
isolated in the cab you 
could no longer drive the 
machine by feel. 

Ever increasing amounts 
of electronic gizmos 
now give constant read 
outs of just what every 


different part of the 
combine is doing. Todoy 
the very big machines 
are fitted with self¬ 
steering comeras at 
either end of the header 
to achieve maximum 
output. 

My John Deer 2058 "Hill 
Master'’ hos become 
a venerable old lady, 
but still is equipped with 
a formidable array of 
electronics, the term 
"Hill Moster” denotes the 
fact that the body of 
the machine is mounted 
on hydraulic rams with 
a centrally mounted 
electronic pendulum 
which adjusts the angle 
and pitch of the combine 
to keep the thrashing 
mechanism level. This 
reduces the loss of grain 
on banks. One gadget 
you will find on most 
modern up to dote 
combines is a grain yield 
monitor. I don't have one 
on the 'Green Goddess' 
but considering the 
dismal 2016 harvest it was 
one gadget that I was 
better off without! 

With the harvest in the 
barn, it’s all hands to the 
pump to get next year's 
crops in the ground. But 
first, our one day holiday, 
a visit to the Morton show 
to meet up with many old 
friends and show o few of 
our Cotswold Lions. Prize 
cards were few on the 
ground, but young Ben 
took the young handler 
award. So following lunch 
in the Cotswold 
breeders' marquee, it 



60 







































i 


GARDENS & COUNTRY 




proved to be a good day 
out albeit rather damp. 

So now it's bock to work, 
as the oil seed rape for 
next year needs to be 
planted. The sheep need 
a good "sort out" ond 
then it's the turn of the 
bees to be put to bed. 

The hive bees have had 
a very difficult year. The 
very mild "open" winter 
meant the queens came 
into lay far too early and 
put the colonies under 
stress. This wos followed 
by a cold, wet, spring 
with few good ‘'flying 
days" to gather the 
pollen and nectar from 


and orchard. The wider 
interpretation includes 
the "wild" harvest of 
blackberries, sloes, and I 
make no apology for this, 
gome and venison with 
a few pheasants, bucks 
and does going into the 
freezer for the table. 

For anyone interested, 
her indoors has o 
wonderful recipe for 
venison Wellington 
with blackberry 
and chocolate 
sauce! 



Countryman 

the goddess is locked up and the 
sheep are getting a sort out. George 
Fenemore prepares for autumn... 


the incessant twittering 
of the swallows in the 
roof of my workshop. 
There's the robin with 
its nest in the bolt rack, 
paying no attention 
to me, waiting on my 
work bench with her 
head cocked on one 
side waiting for the next 
offering of meal worms 
from the Deddington 
farmers' market to feed 
her chicks... 

Ho hum, these are simple 
pleasures that the "rat 
runners" on the Clifton 
Road pass by. It’s a pity 
they haven't the time to 
enjoy. A 



The small 
brown 

house sparrow 
(spagger) of my 
boyhood is still my 
favourite bird. 

Their early morning, 
garrulous squobbling 
outside our bedroom 
window in the wisteria 
gives the best start 
to the day and 
then there is 


the rape crop. The real 
problem however has 
been the ongoing hive 
raids by 

the local badger 
population. We have 
always had the odd one 
or two tipped over and 
the brood box destroyed 
in the early spring, but 
this year we lost 43! 

Old ‘Mr Brock' is a very 
intelligent customer and 
has changed his tactics. 
He has discovered it is 
far less painful to remove 
the honey super (a small 
box that fits on the top 
of the brood chamber 
to collect the surplus 
honey) leaving the brood 
box intact. He has learnt 
to push the super away 
from the main hive and 
enjoy his dinner with 
fewer stings leaving 
nothing for you or me! 

Harvest by most 
definitions is the harvest 
of crops from the fields 


Our avian summer visitors 
have had a good time, 
but sadly the curlew 
and grey partridge have 
fallen foul to the ever 
increasing number of 
red kites. Along with 
the badgers, they have 
been protected by 
the misguided 'green 
Tolibon'. 

I! is the farmyard birds 
that have really excelled 
themselves this year, with 
pied wagtails, robins, 
wrens, house sparrows, 
blockbirds, swallows 
and starlings all setting 
up home in the old 
traditional farm buildings. 

Just how long it 
will be before their 
homes become the 
next generation of 
hermetically sealed ‘'barn 
conversions, is anyone’s 
guess. Barn conversions 
contribute to the problem 
of diminishing farmyard 
bird populations. 



AUTUMN SALE NOW ON 


Open daily 10am-5pm 

Over 25 years'experience ^ huge range of garden 
houses ^ high quality sheds ^ competitve prices 

Norton Leisure Buildings Display Centre 
Banbury Rood, Chipping Norton 0X7 SST 

01608 643784 
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Capability Brown 


in the post 




The Ro/af Mor7 hos launched a set 
of eight special stamps to mark 
the sooth aT}niversarY of the birth of 
Lanceiot *Capahitity" Brown. 

Capability Brown remembered 
as fhe tost of the great eighteenth 
century artists' and as 'Engfand’s 
greatest gardener*. 

NtcRnomed 'Capab//fty' from tits 
habit of descnbmg tocat/ons as 
hoWng *great capabl/fties', tie 
changed the face of eighteenth 
century Engfand through his 
/nnovratiVe approach to fandscape 
gardening. 



He designed the /andscapes 
of country estates, by moWng 
hiWs and creating flowing take 
and serpentine rivers. He aJso 
excavated vatieys, planted 
expanses of turf, clumps of trees 
and bands of forest. 


COMPTON VERNEY 

Brown’s 1768 arrival at Compton 
Verney, Warwickshire, sparked Lord 
Willoughby de Broke to undertake 
ambitious changes to the family 
seat - including both the house and 
landscape. 

BLENHEIM PALACE 


Often viewed os on example of one 
of Brown's finest p ejects. The Duke 
of Marlborough enticed Brown to 
Oxfordshire in 1763, with the promise that 
he should begin work ot Blenheim Palace 
immediately. 

LONGLEAT 

Set in 900 acres of parkland modelled by 
Brown. For his efforts at Longleat in Wiltshire, 
Brown was paid over £6,100 between 1757 
and 1762 by Lord Weymouth. 

STOWE 


Stowe, the vost Buckinghamshire estate 
belonging to the formidable Viscount Cobhom, 
was where Brown cut his horticultural teeth. He 
modelled the Grecian Valley with the Temple of 
Concord and Victory. 

ALNWICK CASTLE 

Shortly before 1770, Brown began work at the 
Duke and Duchess of Northumberland's northern 
estate, Alnwick Castle, after having previously 
worked for them at Syon. Northumberland was 
the county of Brown's birth. 
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The sfamps showcase e/ghf of fhe 
best to\fed examples of CapobiVlty 
Brownes work and a ce/ebrah'on 
of hfs contribufion to the Eng//sh 
fandscape. 

iocohons featured orr the stamps 
are: Btenheim Pa/ace, Long/eat, 
Compton Verney, Hjghc/ere Casf/e, 
Atnwfck Cast/e, Berr/ngton Haft 
Stowe and Croome Park* 

Cefebroted for creating landscapes 
on an fmmense sca/e, with a focus 
on vistas rother than gardens and 
park/and - rt is often said that the 
/mages Brown created are as 
deepty embedded /n the Engf/sh 
character as the pa/ntfngs of Turner 
ond the poetry of Wordsworth* 



CROOME PARK 

Brown was first consulted egarding 
Croome Park in Worcestershire 
in 1751, when George William 
Coventry inherited the earldom. 

This was his first independen 
commission. 

BERRINGTON HALL 

In 1 778, Brown supplied a 
landscape plan for Thomas Harley 
at Berrington Hall, Herefordshire, 
working there in perfect partnership 
with his son-in-law, the architect, 
Henry Holland Jnr. 

HIGHCLERE CASTLE 

Henry Herbert, later 1st Earl of 
Carnarvon, summoned Brown to 
Highciere Castle shortly after he 
inherited the Berkshire estate in 
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1769. The castle was used as the 
location for the TV series, Downton 
Abbey. 

/?oyaf /VlQf/ w/f/ provide o spec/o/ 
handsfamp on ail moH posted /n 
the v/7lage of iC/rkharle, Brown's 
b/rthploce, from J6th “22nd August 
2016. The handstomp wUt feature a 
tine drawing of Brown based on the 
portrait of him pointed by Richard 
Cosway. c.1770-75. 

Throughout 2016 the nationwide 
Copobifity Brown Festival 
celebrates the life, work and 
iegacy of Brown, in the 300th year 
of his birth. The Capab/t/ty Brown 
Festival has, and continues to 
see, a myriad of events including 
exhibitions, gutded waiks, musical 
and fheafrtcai performances 
and fomliy friendly events held at 
many of his 250 landscapes across 
England and Waies, with more 
planned for the coming Autumn 
months. 



Ceryi Evans, Director of the 
Capability Brown EesflvoJ, said; 

"ft Is wonderful that Royal Vlalf 
has Issued a set of Special 
Stamps to celebrate the work of 
Lanceiof "Capability'' Brown In his 
tercentenary year. The Capability 
Brown Festival Is working to raise 
the profile and understanding o 
historic landscapes. What better 
way to bring these stunning Imoges 
Into people's lives In homes and 
offices than on a stamp? 

Philip Parker, Royal Maii. said: 
"During his lifetime, Lancelot 

__ 'Capability' Brown llferolly 

changed the face of 
Georgian England. By the 
time of his death, he was 
known to have shaped 
or Influenced aroun 
250 landscapes - these 
stamps pay tribute to 
the lasting legacy of his 
work." 

The stamps are available 
now ot www.royalmall. 
com/iandscapegardens 
and 8,000 Post Offices 
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A s a little boy, three 
events would 
mark the onset of 
autumn. The A4/chae/mas 
Fa/r held in the High 
Street the sparkling 
delights of Guy Fawkes 
night and titanic battles 
held between conkers 
suspended on string. 

Guy Fawkes night looks 
like being bonned this 
year, (police forces are 
expected not to be able 
to distinguish between 
roman candles and 
terrorists ottacks) and the 
/Mfchae^mas Fa/r holds no 
temptotion for me now the 
rat lady has disappeared. 
Conkers however, still hold 
an attraction which is 
difficult to identify 

Conkers ore, of course, 
the fruit of the horse 
chestnut and it mystifies 
me how any of them 
monoge to get a start in 
life with so many of them 
disappearing into the 
clutches of eoger young 
conkerers (conquerers?). 

The true ottraction 
to young boys is the 
adventure involved in 
the gathering of the fruit. 
The conker needs to be 
knocked from the tree (of 
course it would eventually 
drop in a strong wind) but 
youngsters have to throw 
sticks just to annoy grown 
ups. 

Once dislodged by the 
well aimed stick, o tiny 
object comes clattering 
out of the heavens hotly 
pursued by the missile 
which dislodged it. Here 
is the quandary “ use a 
lighter stick for a better 
aim, or a heavy weapon 
for a blunderbuss effect. 
The lighter missile was 
much easier to avoid 
on the drop fhon the 
blunderbuss which very 
often clipped the thrower 


around the ear. Minor 
injuries were shrugged off 
however as the plunderer 
rushed to claim hb prize^ 

Seasoned campaigners 
knew the fun was about to 
start. Once split the prtze 
was there for all to see 
“ a lustrous wooden orb 
sheathed in a sloughy pith, 
reody to be eased out 
of its cocoon into eager 
fingers 

I always thought it was a 
pity to use these wonderful 
treasures to bash against 
one another until I 
inspected the treasures the 
following day. They would, 
of course, have lost their 
lustrous sheen, looking less 
thon magnificent with their 
glossy skins turned dull. 

It now seemed less of a 
crime to utilise the conker 
as Q weapon! 

Conker fights we e on 
annual event at our 
schoolp and striking a blow 
for sexual equality, both 
girls and boys competed. 
Conkers would be 
skewered with a camping 
peg and string, bailing 
twine or shoelaces would 
be pushed through the 
middle of the orb. 

Once strung up the conker 
would be ready for action. 
One's opponent would 
hang his conker down 
from arm's length and be 
warned to keep still dare 
they try to dodge out of 
range at this last moment. 
Aiming at the other conker, 
one would hold the string 
of one's own conker in 
the right hand and the 
conker itself in the left. 

The string would be pulled 
taut over the thumb of the 
right hand ond an arcing 
flick with the wrist and 
release from the left hand 
would propel the conker 
ot the opponent’s. The 
best outcome would be a 



satisfying 
crock as 
your conker 
shattered your 
opponents. 
What usually 
happened however, was 
that your strings would 
become entwined, often 
ripping the conker from 
the grip of your opponent, 
you may miss altogether, 
or horror of horrors, your 
conker would shatter 
before your opponent's 
swing. 

Conkers would take on 
mythic status as they 
were chalked up with 
confi med 'kills'. A twoer 
wos common place, a 
fiver ra er and anything 
above that would send 
opponents scuttling for 
cover. Indeed, ony conker 
which managed to survive 
more than five contests 
would immediately 
become suspect. Baking 
in the oven or soaking 
in vinegar were the not 
so secret methods for 
hardening the conker 
of your choice. Polishing 
the conker on one side 
was another ruse to help 
avoid damaging contests. 
As long os the polished 
surfoce was presented to 
opponents, their conker 
was more likely to skid off 
yours preventing too much 
damage. When it was 
your turn to hit, the other 
side was presented to 
get greater purchose. We 
never knew whether ony 
of these ruses worked but it 
was great fun trying them. 

My best ever conker 
wos only o threer, but it 
didn’t seem to matter - 
the contest was the fun 
bit - however, I con still 
remember the name of 
the lad in our school who 
hod the biggest conker - I 
don't think r 11 ever forget itj 
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FOOD & DRINK 


Halloween and looking ahead. Bonfire 
Night entertaining both call for crowd 
pleasing, full bodied reds. Our wines this 
month are immensely drinkable - and 
affordable - especially helpful os the 
countdown to the festive season has 
started already! 

LAUTARUL PINOT NOIR 2015 

Some say it's impossible to boy a quaffable 
pinot noir under a tenner, but countries such as 
Romania offer incredible value, ond the best of 
the inexpensive pinot noirs are as good as many 
burgundies at twice the price. 

It shouldn't be surprising, really, as Romania lies 
on much the same latitude as France and is one 
of the world's oldest wine producing countries, 
with archaeological evidence suggesting that 
Romania may have a 6,000 year-old tradition of 
vine-growing. 

Situated in Western Romania just to the east of 
the town of Timisoara, Cramele Recas is a very 
Impressive new winery on on old site. In the lost 
ten years, both the vineyard ond the winery have 
been completely and exhaustively modernised 
In order to fully control the production process 
using the latest methods. This great value Pinot 
Noir displays clean, ripe, redcurrant aromas with 
generous red fruit flavours. 

Enjoy this easy drinking red during the next 
three years alongside pasta with duck and wild 
mushrooms, pork strogonoff, chicken casseroles, 
tomato-based dishes, and rabbit or kidneys with a 
mustard sauce. A&V: 13.5%. 

At SH Jones Wines £6.99. Six bottle case discount 
at £6.29 per bottle. 

TORRES SANTA DIGNA CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
2013 


DIARY DATES 


Friday 21st October 
7pm-9pm 

Glenmorongie Whisky 
Tasting 

Friday 11th November 

7pm-9pm 

Port Tasting 

Both events take place at 
SH Jones Wines, The 
Cellar Shop, 2 Riverside, 
Tramway Estate, Banbury 
0X16 5TU 


The Torres family has been making wine in Spain 
since 1870 and was made famous by Miguel Torres 
In the 20th Century. Now run by his son, they have 
bronched out to Chile, where they are creating 
superb wines at highly affordable price points. 

This smooth and fruity Chilean FairTrade and Fair 
for Life Cabernet Sauvignon has lovely spicy, 
liquorice and blackcurrant aromas with smooth 
tannins and a long elegant aftertaste. A highly 
versatile food partner. It's Ideal with game, red 
meats and comforting hearty autumnal pies, such 
as beef and wild mushrooms. ABV: 14%. 

At SH Jones Wines £9.49. Six bottle case discount 
at £8.54 per bottle. 


Contact Gavin or Freddie 
on 01295672296 for 
tickets, or email: 
retail@shJones.com 

To keep in touch with SH 
Jones Wines events: 
www.shjones. com/ 
shjones/events 
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Horner.... 


Little Jack Horner 
Sat in the corner. 

Eating a Christmas pie; 

He put in his thumb. 

And pulled out a plum. 

And said, 

“What a good boy am I!" 

Now, we are not suggesting it's almost Cliristmas, nor 
that you should eat plum pie with your frngers, but 
what a lucky boy Jack was to be enjoying such a 
lovely warming autumn dish. It does not need to be 
Christmas to make a Christmas Pie, it's just as good at 
any time In autumn and winter. All of these pies are 
a delicious Sunday family treat. Enjoy with a bottle of 
rich red wine and then, when the pie's all gone, curl 
up on the sota In front of the fire, put on some warm 
slouchy socks, your favourite film, and enjoy the 
remaining wine in satisfied comfort - and you could 
always open another bottle! 


EASY PEASY FISH PIE 

What you need: 

600-700g fish (solmon 
white fillet or smoke 
haddock) 

Tin of peas 

300ml creme fraTche 

Zest and juice of 1 lemon 

Fresh parsley 

Enough mashed potato 

to cover the top 

Grated cheese 


fraiche in a 
medium bowl. Add the 
peas, lemon zest and 
juice. Season with the 
herbs, then add salt and 
pepper. Pour the fis 
mixture into a shallow 
dish, top evenly with 
mashed potato, then 
sprinkle with grated 
cheese. 


Bake at 1 $0°C for 20 to 30 


Mashed potatoes are very comforting alongside the 
pastry pies, roasted vegetables or salad are great 
sides too. Pudding pies need custard or cream (or 
clotted cream if you love it as 1 dot] 


Whaf to do: 

Cut the fish into 3c 
chunks. Mix the fish wit 


minutes, or until the fish i 
cooked through and the 
topping Is golden and 
crisping up. 


r BRTOKLEY 
BUTCHERS 




CHRISTMAS PIE 

What you need: 

2 tbsp olive oil 
Knob of butter 
1 onion, finel 
chopped 
500g skinned 
sausages or 
sa usagemeat 
Grated zest of a 
lemon 

10Og fresh white 
breadcrumbs 
S5g dried apricots, 
chopped 

1 OOg chestnuts 

2 tsp fresh thyme 
1 OOg cranberries 
500g boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts 

500g pack ready-made 
shortcrust pastry (or home 
made) 

A beaten egg, to glaze 

What to do: 

Heat 1 tbsp oil and the 
butter in a frying pan, then 
add the onion and fry 
for 5 mins until softened. 


Cool slightly. Tip the 
sausagemeat, lemon zest, 
breadcrumbs, apricots, 
chestnuts and thyme into 
a bowl. Add the onion 
and cranberries, and mix 
everything together with 
your hands, adding plenty 
of pepper and a little salt. 

Cut each chicken breast 
into three fillets lengthwis 
and season oil over with 
salt and pepper. Heat 
the remaining oil in the 
frying pan, and fry the 
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25g grated 
parmesan 
1 onion, chopped 
1 tbsp fresh sage 
40g blitter 
40g plain flour 
1 pint (570 ml) milk 
Grated nutmeg 
1 tbsp mustard 

A pack of ready 
made puff pastry 
(or home made) 
Beaten egg 

Whaf fo do: 

Steam all of the 
vegetables with the 
nutmeg for about 20 
minutes, then cooL 
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PLUM AND ALMOND TART 

What you need: 

Enough ripe plums (halved and stoned) to fdl a 30cm 
tart tin (about 12-15 plums) 

50g ground almonds; 50g plain flour; 125g sugar; 

2 eggs: 175ml double cream; 1 tbsp cassis; flaked 
almonds to sprinkle; extra sugar to sprinkle; ready 
made shortcrust pastry (or home made] 

What fo do: 

Place the plums, cut side up into a greased tart dish 
lined with the pastry, and distribute evenly. Mix all 
the other Ingredients together, beat well and pour 
over the plums. Sprinkle over some flaked almonds 
and a tablespoon of sugar. Bake for approximately 
35 minutes at 190°C, until the filling has risen above 
the plums and Is a lovely deep golden brown. The 
flaked almonds should have slightly caramelised. 



CHEESE AND ONION PIES 

What you need: 

225g carrots, 225g swede, 
225g celery. 450 g leeks, 
all cut into 5cm chunks 
A little grated nutmeg 
llOg Lancashire cheese, 
crumbled 

for fhe sauce: 

50g Lancashire cheese, 
crumbled 


chicken fillets quickly unti 
browned. 

a 

Roll out two-thirds of the 
pastry and line a 20-23cm 
deep loose-based tart tin. 
Press in half the sausage 
mix and level it out. Then 
add the chicken pieces in 
one layer and cover with 
the rest of the sousoge. 
Press down lightly. 

Roll out the remaining 
pastry. Brush the edges 
of the pastry with beaten 
egg and cover the fillin 
with the pastry lid. Pinch 
the edges to seal, then 
trim. Brush the top of the 
pie with egg, decorate 
the pie with pastry shapes 
if you wish, and brush 
□gain with egg, 

Bake at IWC for 50-60 
mins, then cool in the tin 
for 15 mins. Remove and 
leave to cool completely. 
Add a winter salad and 
pickles to serve. 


For the sauce, melt the 
butter in a saucepan and 
add the onion. Stir to coat 
in the butter ond cook on 
the lowest possible heat 
for about 20 minutes. 

Stir in the flour, then add 
the milk a little at a time, 
whisking with a balloon 
whisk all the time. Season 
with nutmeg and salt 
and pepper, stir In the 
mustard, cheeses and the 
sage. Then leave to cool. 

Moke pastry coses in a 
greased tart or mutfm tin. 
Combine the vegetables 
with the sauce and pile 
it all in. Top with a disk of 
pastry and pinch to seal. 
Glaze with the beoten egg 
and pop Into the over ot 
220°C for about 20 minutes 
until the postry Is cooked 
and golden brown. 
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Leamington Food Festival 


A very wet start to the Ro/af Leam/ngfon Spa Food and Drink fesfivat last 
month did not dampen visitors' spirits with even the ice cream proving 
popular! Thousands poured Into the Pump Room Gardens for the ninth 
onnual festival. 

As well as a host of tasty treats and entertainment, culinary competitions 
also proved popular os audiences gathered to watch the Great 
Leamingtor} BaRe Off and the Home Cook of the Year contests. 

Contestants cooked in a bid to impress the judges, which included last 
year's competition winner Jonathan Carter. After a close contest Michael 
Abell triumphed with his three course menu featuring a dessert made 
using his wife Colleen's homemade honey. 

Stephanie ICerr, executive director of BID Leamington, which organises the 
festival, added: "After on overcast start, Sunday was o lovely sunny day 
attracting thousands of people. There was a great selection of stalls and it 
really underlined the quality of diversity of restaurants.” 





ATTENDING THE FOOD FESTIVAL WERE... 
ieff: Lat/ren, Roy & Cfiortie; Rino and (insef) Tom and lana 
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far fight from fop: Morph, Ttfzy, Kevin Murphy & 
Pofrrc; Dominic and Jonine ffighfj, aboof fo enjoy 
a Secco Corf Prosecco; Korf GoWogher & Craig 
Kelly serving drinks; Matt behind the bar; Imogen 
McSharry & ttjcia Alien pnsefj; Chris Whife MP 
enjoying the event 
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The Meat Joint 

10 year anniversary 


One of fhe best butchers in the four Shires, The Meat 
Joint is ceiebrafing ten years in business. 

The Deddington butcher, based of Iron Down Fonn 
started with a stall at Bicester Farmers' Market bock 



CHRISTMAS FARE FROM THE MEAT JOINT 

Have you tried our quality range of Gloucester OJd Spot pork, 
home bred lamb and locally reared Red Poll beef^ We also have 
succulent borne cooked ham, pies, bacon, sausages of all types 
and a wide range of ready to cook meals. 

Christmas is on the way and we are again offering delicious geese 
and turkeys from Peach Croft Farm along with cockerels, ducks, 
turkey crowns, Royal Roast and all the trimmings. 




TIIE 

MEAT 
IJOINT 


The Meat Joint, Iron Down Farm, Deddington, Oxon 0X15 OPJ 
Tel: 01869 338115 Email: mail@themeatjo int. co.uk 
www.themeatjoint.co.uk 


in 2006 and has been 
so successful it is now 
supplying meat products 
to the Co-op's 'Best of 
Counties' range. 

During the ten years 
since the butchery was 
estoblished it has grown 
significantly. Storting wit 
just one part time butcher 
in 2006 there are now three 
butchers with four lady 
helpers as well as Tony 
□nd Stephanie Collier and 
Sebastian Peissel. 

Commenting on the 
success of the past ten 
years Sebostian Peissel 
said: been hard graft - 

i have a wonderfut partner 
in Tony Co/lfer and a 
superb team that works for 
us - they are a dedicated 
bunch of people. We also 
have a tot of wonderful 
customers, fheyVereo/Jy 
helped us buifd on our 
success - so here's a huge 
thank you to themf 

*'We fry to farm the very 
highest guafrty meat ond 
that's what our customers 
return to us for. " 

The best sellers at The 
Meat Joint include their 
Gloucester Old Spot pork 
and beef and lamb cuts 
with Red Poll beef from 
the Stephenson herd at 
Aynho. Another big seller is 
the ready to cook chilled 


dishes prepared 
by The Meat Joint 
which are becoming 
increasingly popular. 

Whilst The Meat 
Joint continues 
to support local 
farmers' markets “it 
also supplies four 
local village shops: 
Tackley, Wootton, 

Flo ok Norton and 
Adderbury “ and is 
finding inc eosing 
success in the 
national market 
place. 

Sebastian 
commented: 'We 

can shTf be found of many 
of fhe local farmers' 
markefs, Deddington, 
Summertown, Woodstock, 
Chipping Norton, Banbury 
and Adderbury to name a 
few, hut we are happy to 
announce fhaf our mea# 
products have recently 
been taken on by fhe Mid 
Counties Co-operahVe 
as part of fhelr *Best of 
Counties range'." 

As well as being stocked 
by the Co-op, The Meat 
Joint also has its meat 
stocked in Budgens, 

'We are proud of the fact 
that our meat rs doing 
very we/I in the focal 
supermarkets,** said Seb. 

"Customers who used to 
be able to pick up our 
products at the farmers' 
markets can now cross 
the street and pick up 
our products in store. This 
is greot for us as people 
o/ready know how good 
fhe meat is." 

Seb continued: "ft is 

great to see how far we 
have come. One of my 
origin at customers from the 
farmers* market in Bicester 
still b uys our meat. He 
now gets ft from the iocot 
supermarket. We were 
chatting and he said that 
we hod done so very weff/” 

Here’s to another ten years.., 
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Great British Menu 


Renowned Head Chef Andrew 
Scott from Restaurant 56 at Sudbury 
House Hotel near Fanngdon has 
been selected to be one of the 
competing chefs taking port in this 
year's series of BBC2's Great Brff/sfi 
Menu. 

Andrew joins 23 of the country's 
other top chefs who will fight i 
out for the chance to cook at 
the ultimate banquet. This year's 
challenge is to create a series of 
dishes that honour Her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth ITs 'Great Britons': 
everyday people who have been 
recognised and rewarded for their 
actions on the Queen's birthday 
and New Year's honours list 
throughout the years. 

Andrew, who hoils from 
Banbury, oversees two 
restaurants at Sudbury House 
Hotel, the award-winning, 
fine dining Restaurant 56 and 
the innovative Magnolia 
Brasserie. He competes 
against two other chefs 
from the central region in 
instalments which was aired 
lost month. 


“Tak/ng part in the senes fs a real 
challenge and very demanding 
for chefs who have fo be hugely 
creafrVe and inventive as welt as 
demonsfratfng exceptfonof sk/ifs," 
says Andrew. “You are competing 
againsf some of the countrY*s 
best known chefs and are judged 
by high profrVe prevfous winners 
so the pressure Is on. My style of 
cooking is modern British with a 
nostaigic twist so I felt confiden 
that I couid do justice fo the theme 
of the series. Of course f'm sworn to 
secrecy as to how I got on - you7/ 
have to watch to frnd outf 





Andrew (right} pictured with Ben BuHen last year 








Classics back at the 



The Chateau Impney^ Speed Hill 
Climb is a classic moforsport 
meeting for pre-1 cars that 
takes place onnually within the 
grounds of the Chateau Impney 
Hotel & Exhibition Centre in 
Droitwich, Worcestershire. 


The event is a celebration and 
revival of the Hagley & District 
Light Car Club speed trials that 
took place at the Chateau In the 
1950s and 1960s, and feotures a 
uniquely challenging 885-metre 
course in the picturesque grounds 













of the wonderful French-styled 
building, with the 'Chateau' itself as 
a stunning backdrop. 

The inaugural revival in July 2015 
attracted around 10,000 spectators 
and was praised by competitors, 
media and visitors alike. Hardly 
surprising, therefore that this year's 
event attendance even surpassed 
that figure. 

An unrivalled and diverse array 
of cars took part in the event. 
Including pre-war 'hill climb 
specials', ex-FI Grand Prlx racers 


and American sports car specials, 
plus a wide range of 1 ?50s and 
1960s European sports racing cars 
and classic saloons. Undoubtedly 
the busiest area of the event 
wos the open paddock, where 
spectotors could view all of the 
cars that were taking part at the 
event and meet the competitors 
and mechanics. Here is a small 
selection of what was on display 
and on-track, as seen through the 
lens of the Lumix wielded by our 
regular motorsports photographer, 
Roger Cooper. 


above, left fo rfghf from fop: 'Wb/sfWng 
Biiiy' h a su/'pmi'ng/y fast sfeom- 
powered racerl; great iookmg Frazer 
Nath from the J950s; nfce vintage car 
l/ne-up. From /eft fo r/gfif - R/7ey, lea 
Franc/s, Materatl, another kUey and 
an Amtin Seven 

below, left fo nghf: this monster has 
a Packard VI2 aeroplane engine fas 
fitted fo WWIt Mmfangs) squeeze 
into a Bentley chassis! it wos a US-buj/f 
vers/on of ffre Spftfrre's Rolfs Royc 
Merlin: this GN Spyder beat of/-comers 
in 1920s speed hill climb competition; 
Mark iVofker's 200hp Dorracq wos 
buiff a/most /10 years ago/ 






feft, from fop: Ausftn A35s ore omongsf fhe most popufar sma/1 c/ossfc safoon 
rocers fhese days; Austin Seven geft/ng a boffery chorge from the Chateau 
Impney electric vehicle power point; classic setting for a classic car event; 
amazing Edwardians built in France - a Dorraeq (54} and a Lorriane Dietrich (55) 
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let there be 



with 

moggie 

Chaplin 


O ctober brings shorter days 
and the nights are drawing 
in. Suddenly the lights dim 
and die signaling a power cut. Not 
such an unusual occurrence in 
the villages of the four Sh/res. Now 
where on eorth did you put those 
candles? After groping oround in 
the dark and bashing your shins on 
the coffee table you finally locate 
where they were hidden. Thank 
goodness the matches were in the 
same drawer, but it takes several 
attempts to get one to light. 



Today we're used to getting 
Illumination at the flick of a switch, 
but many of the Four Shires villages 
didn't get electricity until the 
1950s. imagine it - within living 
memory, in rural areas there were 
no electrical goods such as fridges, 
freezers. Irons, ovens, toasters nor 
kettles. There was no TV and more 
Importantly, although it may not 
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Light 



seem like it, no electric light. 

In the dim and even not so 
distant past, our forebears 
were very much governed 
by day length, in the winter 
months the past really was dim and 
if anything was to be achieved 
some form of artificial light was 
essential. 

One attribute that marks man out 
from the rest of the animal kingdom 
is his ability to exert some sort 
of control over his environment. 
There's archaeological evidence 
that as far back as 70,000 years 
BC our primitive ancestors were 
creating a form of portable lighting 
to augment firelight. Dried moss, 
grass or wood shavings, soaked 
in animal fat would be placed in 
sheils or small hollow rocks and 
ignited with embers from the fire. It 
would be a dim light and there'd be 
iots of smoke. If hunting was poor 
you'd have a choice: satisfy your 
hunger or get a glimpse of your 
surroundings after dark. 

The candle came much later - 
probably around 3000BC when 
the Egyptians were known to have 
used the principal of wrapping 
solid or semi-solid inflammable 
material around a fibre wick to 
provide arfiriciol light. In Britain it's 


a horn fan fern 

unlikely that anything 
resembling a candle 
was used before the 
Roman Invasion that 
started in the 40s AD. 
From then on, for the 
j next 1800 years the 
candle, in some form 
or other was probably the most 
ubiquitous form of lighting used. 

Light was regarded as being very 
precious, and so gained sacred 
connotations, and in the Middle 
Ages condles featured prominently 
in religious ritual. Generally, 
though, they were out of reach of 
the general population because 
only the wealthy could afford them. 
Even then the light they provided 
was meagre compared with what 
we're used to. The BBC's adaptation 
of Wolf Holl that was shot by 
candlelight confirmed that. 

During the sixteenth century 
ordinary people's living standards 
improved and condles became 
commonplace as is evidenced by 
the appearance of candlesticks 
in household inventories. Even so, 
the rising and setting of the sun 
still had a tremendous influence 
on people's way of life, and in 
the long winter evenings, families 
would gather round the hearth 
for light as well os heat. It wasn't 
until the nineteenth century when 
technological developments meant 
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candles could be mass 
produced cheaply that their 
use was widespread in all 
homes. 

Before that was there no 
better means of providing 
cheap domestic lighting 
than burning greasy moss 
Tn a holiow stone? Well, 
yes, there was - the rush 
light, which couid easily be 
made at home. The common 
rush iuncus effusus grows 
In domp meadows and is 
widespread. The stems that 
are about 2mm fn diameter 
are green and tubular 
and contain a soft white 
absorbent pith that when 
soaked in waste kitchen fat 
made a passabie taper that would 
burn for about 15 to 20 minutes. 

Rushes reach maximum size in iate 
summer, when they were coilected, 
topped and tailed, and most of the 
skin stripped off to leave a thin strip 
to support the fragile core. This was 
a fiddly job. When dry the prepared 
rushes were drawn through melted 
fat in a wide boat-shaped pan on 
legs, called a grisset, which had 
been heated on the fire. Care was 
needed not to set the pan alight! 
Then the soaked rushes were laid 
out to dry on a piece of bark. The 
dried spills were burned at an angle 
of roughly forty-five degrees in the 
jaws of a special rushlight holder, 
usually made of wrought iron by the 
local blacksmith. 




o bund/e 
of rushes, a 


fush flowe 
and stripped 
stems 

showing the 
pjfh 






Rushlights continued to be used in 
rural areas, wherever the common 
rush was to be found, of least 
until the late nineteenth century. 
Although candles were available, 
they were expensive - hence the 
expression: ‘The game !sn1 worth 
(the cost of) the condle". Candles 
were taxed and whereas an Act 
of Parliament in 1709 banned 
the making of condles at home 
without a licence, this didn't 
include rushlights, so they were a 
cheaper option - if you had surplus 
fat available to make them with. 
Agricultural labourers were poorly 
paid and could often only afford a 
little meat once a week and any 
surplus fat was eaten as bread 
and 'dripping', and so in winter 
a significant portion of the family 
budget was spent on candles. 

Up until the 1709 Act, in rural 
areas candles would be made 
on the farm, from the fat or tallow 
from bullocks or sheep. Mutton 
tallow produced the best candles 
because it was hardest; cheaper 
ones were mode solely from beef 
tallow; generally a mixture of the 
two was used. You’d not want 
to use pig fat unless you were 
prepared to be enveloped in a 

thick black cloud of foul¬ 
smelling smoke when you 
lit your candle. Whatever 
the source of the raw fat, 
processing it to remove 
impurities, such os bits of 
skin and membrane, was 
not the favourite job on 
the farm. A cauldron full 


of hot onimal fat was smelly and a 
potentiot fire hazard. 

The simplest home-made candles 
were produced by threading a 
series of cotton wicks on to a 
rod - called a broach - and then 
dipping them into a vot of molten 
tallow. They were dried on a rock 
then repeat dipped until suitably 
thick. Better, more uniform candles 
were mode in moulds. The wicks 
were threaded through holes in the 
conical ends of the moulds, and 
the other ends looped over a wire 
rod to keep them taut. The finished 
product was stored in specially 
designed metal candleboxes, to 
avoid being devoured by hungry 
mice! 

In the towns and cities candles 
were mode in bulk from the ^ 


above: cond/e box fo protect from mice 
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glass or thin translucent 
horn, and top louvres for 
ventilotfon. Lanterns were 
also sofer to use in farm 
outbuildings to reduce the 
re risk posed by a naked 
candle. 

Condles were 
superceded as a source 
of artificial light at first by 
oil lamps, then gaslight, 
which was mostly only 
available in towns and 
cities and it wasn't until 
the 195Qs that almost 
everyone had access 
to electricity. Candle 
production though is still a 
significant industry- 

Candles can serve 
special functions: in 
churches, as night lights, 
to remember loved 
ones, to deter Insects 
or to perfume a room. 

They can be jelly-like, 
made of shaped wax, 
or of rolled beeswax 
and moy be coloured or 
elaborately decorated. 

To hold them a vanety 
of unconventional 
containers are often 
used: glasses, bowls, 
teacups and tins for 
example. We've oil 
got some in the house 
- somewhere. Fancy a 
touch of romance? A 
few strategically ploced 
candles should do the 
trick. And what would a 
Christmos carol concert 
be without the gleaming 
light of hundreds of 
candles? 

Although no longer a part 
of everyday life, candles 
will never be obsolete. A 
soft flickering flame has 
a timeless chorm, but an 
hour or so is quite enough 
and it's a great relief to 
hear that reassuring clunk 
when the power's restored 
after an outage. Let there 
be IlghtI 

W/fh thanks to fhe FrVkms 
Museum for information 
and access to fhefr 
coWectfon of lighting 
arfrfocts. 




an enamei 
chambentick 



same raw materials 
as had been used for 
thousands of years. 

This changed when a 
process was discovered 
to separate out one 
of the components of 
tallow, stearine that made 
harder, brighter burning 
candles. This was in 1825, 
and 

soon after that, paroffm 
wax was developed, 
which meant that even 
better quality 


candles could 

. 

be produced 


relatively 


Inexpensively. 


At around the 


same time. 


technological 


advances In 


manufacture 

Mil:: . 

and the repeol 

' 

of the candle tax 

fwii . 




Ml: 

holder for both 


rushlight and 

a bunch 

corrd/e 

of urrfffmmed 

i 

li 

f rushes 



of 1709 led to 
commercial 
production of 
candles on a 
grond scale. 

In the mid¬ 
nineteenth 
century cheap, 
bright condles 
became widely 
available to 
everyone. 

To be useful, 
candles 
needed to have 
holders so they could 
be positioned to best 
effect. Only the wealthy 
would have flxed wall 
brackets, chandeliers 
or candelabras. In 
the ordinary domestic 
household candlesticks 
made from wood, or 
metal would feature. 

In medieval times the 
candle would be flxed on 
a spike or pricket at the 
top of the holder. Later o 
socket to flt the 
condle in was 
more common. 
Getting the 
stump of the old 
candle out could 
be a problem, 
and you wouldn't 
be aiming for 
the extensive 
dribble down the 
side favoured 
by some dimly 
lit restaurants 
today, so 
candlesticks 
were often 
equipped with a 
lever to eject the plug of 
old tallow. 

You'd take a candle 
with you upstairs to bed 
In what was termed a 
chamber stick. This had 
a short holder, a wide 
drip troy for stability, 
and a carrying handle. 
Sometimes you'd need 
illumination outdoors and 
for this the candle needed 
protection against the 
elements, so various 
forms of lantern were 
developed with panels of 
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effortless 

Autumn 



The autumn months are upon us and 
It's time to change your look from 
summer sandals to more practical trends for 
the cooler, wetter days. Embrace the new 
season with fashions thaf simply happen, 
almost all on fheir own. Soff flowy 
fabrics, colourful coafs and quirky 
ankle boots are oil pefect for fhis 
time of year. Keep It casual with 
jeans, teom up a pretty floral 
dress with a denim jacket, select 
multicoloured blouses and invest 
In a great handbag to complete 
your look. And don’t forget to take 
an umbrellal 

for far /eft: Masar Glow fun/c, £75; 

Seasa/f revers/b/e fop £55; Jou/es 
waterproof f/oro//ocket, £89.95, a/ 
from Dressage, Heart of the Sh/res 
Shopping Vittage, Weedon NN7 4LB. 

Call 0132 7 3492 JO 

ieft: embeff/shed ve/vet wafstcoot, £69, Areno top, 

4 a and velvet sfde panel /eans, £45, ol/ Monsoon 
Deedee b/ock hondbog from Dune, £?S 

right, from top: Midnight Garden lad/es umbre/fo, 
f J4.95. Dotcomgifts/rop; Nfne By Savannah 
M///er washed denim jacket £45 from 
Debenhoms 



Teo //ghfs flared dress, £85; Howd 
cowboy tan feather ankfe 
boots, £ 120; tracker faux fur 
black ankle boots £725, a/7 
Great P/arns, available 
from Cactus, 20 
Parson*s Street, 
Banbury 0X16 SLY. 
Call 01295 
262805 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


HEALTH AND BEAUTY 


Dental Care 

at the most beautiful 

time of life 


As we 
advance in 
age it is so 
easy to write 
dental pain 
and irritation 
off os just a port of getting older; 
this is simply not true. At Cherwell 
Heights Dental Care we welcome 
our senior patients with the same 
amount of time and caring as we 
do others. We do not write off your 
problems os just those that come 
with old age. There is so much that 
can 

be done to make your mouth more 
comfortable and to complete your 
smile. 





Mrs Belsham (pictured above) is fust 
one of our wonderful older clients. 
She come to the practice as a 
new patient in April 2016 for a smile 
makeover. She wanted to look 
good on the pictures for her 100th 
birthday! She is a delightful patient 
with excellent oral care ond she 
was happy and cooperative 
throughout all treatment and is 
thrilled with her new smile. 

There are a range of problems thot 
older age con bring ond at the 
surgery we regularly see darkened 
teeth, a dryer mouth, tooth loss and 
decay amongst many others. Along 
with these conditions we also find 
lot of our elderly patients suffer from 
o diminished sense of taste. This 
is caused, not only by advancing 
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age, 

diseases, medications and 
dentures. Mony patients find thi 
a debilitating loss, os cutting toste 
out of your life makes eating a very 
bland experience in deed. If our 
sight or hearing deteriorates we 
will visit an optician for glasses or 
audiologist for hearing aids. With 
a visit to your dentist you may be 
able to open up your world of taste 

once more; 
most will be 
able to guide 
you along the 
path to good 
oral health, 
which may 
hove added 
to this loss of 
sense. 

Naturally 
enough, 
medical 
conditions 
which ore 

more common in older age, such 
as arthritis may moke brushing or 
flossing teeth ha der. Obviously 
daily brushing ond flossing of you 


noturol teeth is essential to keep 
them in good order. Plaque can 
build up exceptionally quickly os 
we advance in years ond this in 
turn, can lead to tooth decay and 
gum disease. If you ore findin 
brushing and flossing mo e difficult 
than a visit to the dentist moy offer 
you some new options for tackling 
this once easy task. 

So while older oge con bring a 
voriety of dentol health problems, 
with the correct support, these 
can be successfully managed. You 
ore certoinly not alone without 
understanding or support. At 
Cherwell Heights Dentol Core we 
help many of our senior patients 
regain, not only their smiles, but 
also their confidence 

So, if you are new to the area, 
hove o particular concern, or ore 
in any way anxious please do pop 
in to our ground floor su gery for an 
informal chat 

Cherwell Heights Dentol Core, 83 
Chotsworth Drive, Bonbury, Oxon, 
0X16 9YJ, 01295 709500. 
















S kincare routines are a little 
bit like the clothes in your 
wardrobe. There's no need 
for short shorts in the winter and 
(hopefully) no necessity fora 
cashmere jumper in summer. Just os 
the clothes you wear change with 
the seasons, so should your skincare 
routine. In the summer your skin 
may be more oily, so you can use 
a lighter moisturiser. As the weather 
changes and there's a cool 
crispness in the air, you'll need a 
little more hydration and therefore 
a richer face creom that will feel 
lavish and penetrating. 

This is the perfect time to be 
treoting your skin to a twice weekly 
exfoliation to help the dry areas. 

But keep it gentle, something like 
Derma/og/co's /Vlfcrofof/ant feels 
luxurious and keeps skin feeling soft. 

Don't ignore the ogeing process 
- every year your skin will change 
with your oge ond need a little 
more attention - you moy need to 
update your products as a result. 

Sunblock is still a must. Whether 
it's a bright, sunny, outumn day 
or a dismal grey one, your skin 
still needs protection from the 
autumn's ultraviolet rays, so choose 
a sunscreen containing finely mille 
titanium oxide, and ensure it has an 
SPF of at least 15, 

Don't skip your hands ond feet 
just becouse they're tucked up 
in winter boots ond glovesJ Have 
regulor manicures and pedicures 
to keep your hands ond feet in tip 




Skin Dee 


top condition ond add a brightly 
coloured polish. Using a Geifsh or 
5hei/ac will moke your polish last 
longer and you'll never need to 
think about painting your nails 
every night. Even if no-one will see 
them, you still will and you'll love 
how good they look when you're 
getting ready for bed! 

Make time to schedule a full body 
scrub as your tan begins to fade, to 
remove the summer morks on your 
skin and leave it looking its best. 
Follow up with a sumptuous body 
cream for a velvet finish, Befo e you 
know it, holiday seoson will be here 
again and you'll be well ahead if 
you've cared for your skin all yeor. 

If you have damaged skin, then 
consider treating it to an intensive 
skin treatment ot o good salon. 
Vitamin C, vitomin E, flavonoid 
and retinoids 



synthetic 
vitamin A) 
are great 
treatments to 
help improve 
your skin tone 
and address 
any sun 
damage. For 
best results 
apply a serum 
under your 
moisturiser as 
a night repair 
treatment. 
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a Sicilian marriage 


Sixty guests including family 
travelled from the UK to Sicily to 
attend the wedding of Adam 
Wright and Denise Ficarra. 

The groom grew up in Mollington 
near Banbury while the bride lived 
in Palermo (northern Sicily) until 
the age of seven when her parents 
moved to Worwickshlre. 


fop certtre: VfWenne, 
Rosa and Enio Flcana, 
sister and parents of 
ffie brfde 

above centre: Kristin, Judith and Jerry Wright, 

sister and parents of the groom 

right froni fop: Jam/e fi/cbards, Adam ffbe 
groomj. At/ Jones, Dove Dickie, Libby McIntyre, 
Denise (the bride), Tessa Co/e & £/ffe Ht/nfer; 
Carmeio Viviani i. Carmeia Lipari; Mark, Jostine, 
Peter & Nafasfia Vino//; Nofbon A^onning, fmmo 
Baiiey, Darref Foofk. Gary and Barbara Bailey 


The ceremony was held at the 
stunning Gastello Lanza di Trabia 
on the coast overlooking the 
beautiful Mediterronean sea. The 
guests enjoyed a sumptuous seven 
course dinner followed by dancing 
until the early hours. The couple 
carried on their celebrations with a 
fantastic honeymoon in Singapore 
and Bali. 

/mages by Harry Rhodes, Tudor 
Photography 


beiow: Denise with her father Enzo Ficarra 





















above: the J^ed^fer/'anean seo 
made o perfect backdrop 


top centre: bridesmaids 
Mariiisa Crivello 
A EiUe Hunter 


















THEATRE 


was actually a very entertaining 
production “ throughout the show 
he was very much 'Tommy Steele “ 
Song and Dance Man' rather than 
an actor taking on a role. 

The skill of an actor is making us 
suspend belief and accept them 
as the character they are playing 
“ and for various reasons Tommy 
didn't in any way achieve this. First 
of all, his age was obviously ogainst 
him, especially in scenes with his 
female co-stor less thon holf his 
age. Additionally, his ^American' 
accent was never convincing 
and nor was his shaggy grey hair. 

A 1940s style military haircut like 
Glenn Miller's might have helped, 
but 1 doubt it. 

Right from the first moment o 
stage, when Tommy came on front 
and centre to take the cheers of 
a nearly full house of his faithful 
fans it was obvious that Tommy 
himself was the intended focus of 
attention. 

Taking off his raincoat to reveal a 
military uniform didn't magically 
turn him into Glenn Miller. Nor was 
it truly intended to, I suspect. Bill 
Kenwright is a shrewd enough man 
to know that there is on audience 


words: 
bruce cox 


The G/enn MrVJer Story, is a new 

musical that has just completed a 
short UK tour including a visit to the 
New Theatre, Oxford. It chronicles 
the rise to fame and the eventuol 
mysterious vanishing of one of 
America's most famous big bond 
leaders and in doing so sticks pretty 
closely to the storyline of the 1950s 
film of the some name that star ed 
James Stewort in the title role. 


And without a doubt Stewart was 
much more convincing in the 
role back then thon the man that 
impresario Bill Kenwright chose to 
play the lead in the current musical 

“ none other 
than Tommy 
Steele, one 
of Britain's 
greatest 
ever song 
and dance 
men and still 
going strong 
ot 80 years 
old. 


Which is 
exactly 
how Tommy 
came across 
in what 


I t has been 70 years since the 
aircraft in which bandleader 
Glenn Miller was travelling 
vanished over the English Channel 
as he flew f om London to Poris 
to entertain the troops during 
the Second World War. How did 
he crosh? Was he shot down? 

Wos there a mid-air collision with 
another plane in foggy weather as 
some theories have claimed? Will 
the mystery ever be solved? 
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out 1here wanting to hear the 
music of Glenn Miller... but actually 
wanting to see the genuine living 
entertainment legend that is 
Tommy Steele. 

And why not? After all, the man has 
been haofing it ac oss our musical 
stages for over sixty years ond was 
Britain’s first ock and roll teen idol. 
How could we forget Rock wffh 
the Caveman, however much we 
might want to! 

In fact, ladies ^of a certain age' 
made up most of the Oxford 
audience ond I suspect that the 
evening's entertainment took many 
of them back to those heady 1950s 
days of listening to teenage Tommy 
on their Dansette record players 
and then going out to dance 
their Saturday nights away to big 
band music at USAF base Upper 
Heyford...truly a memory-stirring 
combination indeed! 

So, without a doubt, the audience 
loved the show, ond I thoroughly 
enjoyed it too, thanks to a 16-piece 



orchestra on stage playing hit after 
big band hit including the Glenn 
Miller standards such os fn the 

Mood and String of Pearls. 

And as for Tommy, he really came 
alive when the moin story was over. 
The curtain went down “ and come 
straight back up again for him to 
re-appear without any pretence of 
being anyone other than himself. 
On display was the same sparkle 
and cheeky Cockney grin that 
hooked the girl tons back in the 
'fifties and, os he sang and dance 
his way through a rousing finale t 
the evening, it was obvious that the 
combination still works today. 

“We sfj// fove you. Tommy** shouted 
the old girls around me. And we 
did! 

ph of ogfcfphs by Pome/a fia/fh 



OXFORD LIEDER FESTIVAL: 

THE SCHUMANN PROJECT 

The fifteenth year of the Oxford 
Lieder Festival, promises to build 
on previous successes with The 
Schumann Project, a thrilling 
two-week expioration ot the iite 
and music ot Robert Schumann. 

The Festival will run trom October 
T4th to 2?th. It will celebrate 
Schumann's varied works and 
is set to be one of the biggest 
ever celebrations of this most 
tascinating ot composers. Over 
the course ot the festival, many of 
the world's greatest singers ond 
pianists will arrive in Oxford to 
perform all of Robert Schumann's 
songs (over 400 in total], plus the 29 
songs of his wife Clara Schumonn, 
supported by an exciting schedule 
of additional events that place 
Schumann and his music against a 
rich cultural backdrop. The visiting 
stars will include Anne Sophie van 
Otter, Dame Felicity Lott, Sarah 
Connolly, Juliane Bonse, Mork 
Podmore and Sir Thomas Allen with 
Alasdair Beofson and Alexander 
Panfilov amongst those performing 
additional piano ond chamber 
music. 


Over the years the festival has 
established itself as one of the 
most prestigious celebrations of 
song in Europe. It presents a feast 
of song in Oxford each October 
with the world's most sought- 
after artists os well as the new 
generation of younger tolents. Its 
founder and artistic director is the 
pianist Sholto Kynoch. The 2014 
festival. The Schuheti Projecf, won 
a prestigious Royal Philharmonic 
Society award, and was singled 
out for its 'breadth, depth and 
audacity of programming. 

This year's Schumann Project 
promises to equal that 
achievement. Oxford will be full of 
song and a wider than ever range 
of venues are being used for this 
year's events including Christopher 
Wren's Sheldonian Theatre, the 
Holywell Music Room (Europe's 
oldest concert hall], the recently 
restored Ashmolean Museum and 
the Bodleian Library. 

Gef fuii details and purchase 
ffekefs onf/ne at www.oxfordtieder. 
co.uk or phone the Box Office on 
01S65 591276 
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]t IS that time of year 
again when the Banbury 
Michaelmas fair will be 
taking over the centre of 
Banbury for three days. 
This is the oldest of all of 
the events held In town. 
These pictures were taken 
back In the AO's. By the 
looks of them, the people 
of Banbury were enjoying 
all the fun of the fair even 
back then. Some rides 
haven*t changed too 
much, you will still see 
the dodgems and the 
carousel this October, 
but with the advance in 
technology we now have 
plenty of rides, catering 
for even the bravest of 
thrill seekers. 
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WROXTON ABBEY EXCAVATION 


This selection of photographs was taken in the 
mid-1960s. They were simply titled bVroxton Ahhey 
excavation. We are unsure what the excavation was 
but it looks as if these were taken on a day when a 
man (possibly port of the work force) had an accident. 
These photos show the process of the emergency 
services bringing him to safety. With the accident 
having taken place in Wroxton It Is safe to assume that 
he would have been transported to the now, under 
threat, Horton Hospital. 

if any of our readers have any mformaiion about the 
excavation works then piease do get in touch. Piease 
email cathy®foufshires.co.uk 


LA. TRAINING 
AT STOWE 
LANDSCAPE 
GARDENS 


These super I 

pictures, once ^ 

again, taken in the 
19A0's, show the 
Territonal Army training 
at the fabulous Stowe 
Landscape gardens. It 
must have been quite 
something to train 
in grounds 
designed by 
Capability 
Brown, 
whose 300th 
anniversary falls 
this year. See 
pages 62-63. 

We wonder if ^ 

T.A. training still ^ 

goes on at sites 
like this around 
the Four Shires. ^ 

It you know we ® 

would love to 
hear from you. ^ 





















words: bruce cox 
photographs: roger cooper 


American Stars 

AT Air Tattoo 



T here was a distinct American 
flavour at this summer’s Ai 
Tattoo at RAF Fairford in 
Gloucestershire as the show paid a 
special tribute to the United Stotes Air 
Force fUSAF) on Its 70th anniversary 
and focussed on the wide range 
of operational roles performed 
by the USAF as well os the strong 
relationship it enjoys with the Royal 
Air Force and its NATO allies. 

The Air Tattoo 2016 wasn’t just 
about our American allies, however, 
as evidenced by the fact thot there 
were more than 230 aircroft on 
display, coming from 37 air arms in 
24 countries. Nevertheless, the stars 
of the show were undoubtedly the 
world's two most advanced aircroft 
- the F22 Roptor and the F-35B 
Lightning II. 

In fact, history was mode on the 
opening day of the event when 
the F35B performed its first eve 
international display. And later In 
the show it also performed a flypas 
with two RAF Typhoons to give o 
glimpse of the future of the UK's 
defence capability. 

The F-35 range of multi-role aircraft 
is essentially a family of single-seat, 
single-engine, all-weather stealth 
fighters. They a e designed to 
perform both ground attack and 
air defence missions and there 
are three moin models: the F-33A 
conventional take-off and landing 
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variant the F-35B short take-off 
and vertical-londing version and 
the F-35C corrler-bosed model 
for catapult-assisted take-off and 
arrested recovery. In July 2015. the 
first squad on of F-35B fighters wo 
declared ready for deployment 
after intensive testing by the United 
States Marines and In early August 
this year, the U.S. Air Force declared 
its first squad on of F-35A fighters a 
combat-ready. 

Both the Royal Air Force ond Royal 
Navy will operate the F35B variant, 
flying them f om both land bases 
and the new Queen Elizobeth Class 
of aircraft carrier. 


The arrival of the more versatile 
F35 has actually contributed to the 
demise of F22 Raptor construction, 
even though the USAF considers 
the F-22 critical to Its tactical air 
power and soys thot the oircraft 
is unmatched by any existing 
fighter plane anywhe e on the 
plonet, or even any known to be 
projected or in development. The 
Raptor's combinotion of steoith, 
aerodynamic performonce. ond 
situational owareness still gives the 
aircroft unprecedented olr combot 
capabilities, say USAF sources. 

The F-22 is a single-seat, twin- 
engine, all-weather stealth tactical 
fighter developed as the esult of 














the USAF's Advanced Tactical Fighter program, primarily 
as an air superiority fighter but also with g ound attack, 
electronic warfare, and signals intelligence capabilities. 

However, the high cost of the aircraft a lack of clear 
insight into its air-to-air mission needs due to delays in 
Russian and Chinese fighter p ograms, o ban on exports 
and finally, the development of the mo e versatile F-35 led 
to the end of F-22 production ond the last Raptor 
was delivered to the USAF in 2012, ♦ 



opposite, from top; Bombs Away* 
nypQsi with bomb doors open: f22 
on tbe ground; it wcrsn't alt fast jets at 
fa/rford. The Breitling Air Display team 
use these bi-pianes 

above, left to right from top: 

European monster - the Airbus 400M: 
P3SB Lighting li and F22 Raptor fly i 
formation,* f22 Raptor about to refuef 
in mid-oir; F22 shows off its 'stealthy ’ 
profit 



left: the giant 
turboprop 
biades of 
the Airbus 
A400M 

beiow: the 
always 
popular Red 
Arrows were 
on bond. Of 
course/ 
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Capability Brown landscape picture 

wins Compton Verney prize 


Banbury Camera Club member 
Trevor Cooper has won the 2016 
Compton Verney Photogrophic 
Competition ‘Historic Landscapes 
and Gardens of Britain'. He 
wins o trophy and o gold annual 
membership to Compton Verney. 

Judges Penny Sexton (Curator, 
Compton Verney); Gary Webb 



(Head of Landscape 
and Grounds, Compton 
Verney): photogropher 
James Kerr; and Ian 
Boiley (President - 
Midland Counties 
Photographic 
Federation) settled on 
Trevor*s enchonting 
picture of o little girl 
surrounded by the 
majestic grandeur 
of Stowe Londcsape 
Gardens. 

The photo shows 
Trevor (on the right) 
receiving his prize from 
Gory Webb, Head 
of Londscape and 
Grounds at Compton 
Verney. 

The Runners-up were 
Sheilo Bearman, 

Kineton Comero Club; 
Ric Harding, Droitwich 
Comera Club; Noel 
Bennett Stafford 
Photographic Society: 
Paul Hancox, Stratford 
Clicks: Margaret 
Coggins, Stofford 
Photographic Society. 
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BLOXHAAA SCHOOL 

Bloxham School is an 
increasingly popular 
option with families from 
the Four Shfres, who 
appreciate its ethos 
and commitment to an 
all-round education, 
coupled with the 
convenience of a large 
network of buses running 
through towns and 
villages ocross the region. 

The school takes 
children into its Lower 
School at 1 L where 
a specially designed 
curriculum is offered to 
maximise learning of 
this educational stage. 
Balancing academic 
rigour with a rich activities 
programme, focus is fi miy 
on the future, and on 
helping pupils develop 
strong foundations to 
excel at GCSE and 
beyond. 

Boarding is an exciting 
experience at this age 


ond Bloxham offers its 
Lower School students the 
opportunity to board on a 
weekly or flexible basis o 
Park Close, the beautiful 
Hornton-stone junior 
boarding house situoted 
just a few minutes' wolk 
from the main campus. 

Day pupils are also 
warmly welcomed at 
Bloxham and from 2017 
the school is introducing 
a Doy House, alongside 
its existing Boording ond 
Day (flexi) boa ding 
options. Day students 
will enjoy the same high 
standards of all-round 
education, excellent 


pastoral care ond full 
access to the school's 
facilities. However, 
they will not have the 


opportunity to board; 
their fees will reflect this 
making it an affordable 
and compatible option 
for many locol families. 

Applications are now 
being taken for the 
11 + entrance exam 
in January. Please 
contact the Admissions 
Teom on 01295 724301 
or email admissions® 
bloxhamschooLcom to 
register your child or to 
find out mo e. 




Bloxham School 


Co-educational Boarding and Day School forages 11-18 


Applications now being taken for 11+ entrance exam 

and 11+/13+ scholarship awards. 
Scholarships may be combined with a Bursary 


Please contact Admissions for more information on 
01295 724301 or email admissions@bloxhamschool.com 
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FORMER PUPIL JOINS SCHOOL 
CELEBRATION EVENING 

Former Sibford pupil, Isabel 
Chapman, was guest speaker 
at the schoors Evening of 
Celebrotion. 

The onnual event, which 
celebrates the achievements of 
GCSE and A Level students, sees 
prizes presented for academic 
achievement, endeavour and 
commitment. 

Isabel, who joined Sibford Sixth 
Form in 2005, revealed that she left 
her previous school when she was 
told that she couldn't study English 
Literature at A Level because of 
her dyslexia. She graduated from 
Sibford two years later with an 'A' 
in English Literature, a 'B' in Media 
and a in Drama and went on to 
study at Leeds University where she 
specialised in working with young 
offenders. 

Now 27, Isabel hos accumulated 
a wealth of experience in working 
with young people at risk of social 
exclusion and facing multiple 
disodvantoges. She is Development 


#• 

i 



Officer for Art Agains 
Knives, a London- 
based charity working 
with young people at 
risk of violent crime: 
has addressed the 
Houses of Parliament; 
and given a TEDx* talk 
about young people 
and domestic abuse. 

In addition to subject 
awards, the 2016 
Evening of Celebration 
saw trophies presented 
for 'outstanding service 
to the community' 
and 'perseveronce 
and determination in 
the face of odversity'. 

There was also a brand 
new award in memory 
of Sibford pupil Angus 
Oakey who died earlier 
in the year aged 18 
from Leukaemia. 

The award, in recognition of the 
importance of friendship amongst 
students, was presented by Angus 
mother, Jdn, and his grandmother, 
Val. 


tsabe/ is pictured with her former 
£ng//sh teacher, Tracy tCnow/es* 
Tracy sfHi teaches Engiish at 
Sibford and is a/so Assfsfanf Head 
fPasfora/J. 




Day pupils from 
age 3-18 



„ , , ~ Full and weekly 

oCilOO 1 boarding from age 11 


near Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X15 SQL 


Whole School Open Morning 


Friday 14 October 


from 9.45am 

Discover the many opportunities 
available for children aged 3 - 18. 


Sixth Form Open Evening 


Tuesday 18 October 


from 6.30pm ^ 

Find out how Sibford Sixth Form supports 
every individual to achieve their potential. 

for further details visit the website 

www.sibfordschoolxo.uk 

or ca//01295 781203 




A modtm flrtt ctau rtliabift Mrvic« for 
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wr 2S42S4 Ttwrp* UW BJnburf OXl« *fU 
clWB y c oa erit co Ifwv^rii0 ct m nu ' j m&chm oa 



vlUiU ^ 

H w. I r, I 


90 


OCTOBER 2016 




























I 


BUSINESS 





Lady of Agriculture 

enjoys success with Sheldon Bosley Knight 



Following the 
recent lounch/ 
merger ot 
new company 
Sheldon 
Bosley Knight 
Ltd, Laura 
Gaydon 
has been 
promoted to 
director of the 

new business. Laura, a qualified 
Rural Chartered Surveyor and 
Feiiow of the Central Association ot 
Agricultural Voluers, joined Sheldon 
Bosley in 2009 following completion 
of a BSc (Hons) degree in equine 
science, and a postgraduate 
diploma in rural estate and land 
management. 

James Walton, Director, said 
“wh//sf the new company wlU see 
the deve/opmenf and expansfon 
of our new homes department, rn 
part/cufar the roofs of our business 
have been ffrm/y in land agenc 
and agr/cu/ture. ft /s very p/easing 
therefore fo be ab/e fo sfrengthen 
the bacfcbone of the business 
w/fh Laura's posif/on equivafenf 


fo partner in the old firm. Laur 
has shown porficufar abj7ffy, an 
impressive inf elf r gen ce and has 
strong affinity wlfti cflenfs, she /s 
great asset " 

Recently married, Laura, who 
is based at the Shlpston-on- 
Stour office, has proven to be an 
invaluable asset to the expanding 
rural land agency department and 
has contributed considerably to the 
growth and strengthening of this 
exciting, forward thinking business. 
Loura manages the rural team at 
the Shipston-on*Stour office and 
heads up the firm's equine property 
services. 

She spent her early years on 
the family dairy farm in North 
Oxfordshire which encouraged a 
deep rooted understanding and 
passion for the countryside and 
rural affairs. A keen horsewoman 
herself, Laura follows horse racing, 
attending the Cheltenham festivals 
regularly, and also enjoys walking 
her two dogs. 

Thrilled to be appointed a director 
Laura said “It is a huge honour 


and privilege to be Invited to be 
port of the equity of such a well- 
established and growing, local firm. 
The company has supported me 
through gaining my professional 
qualifications ond encouraged a 
greater involvement in the business 
over the past seven years. I am 
delighted to accept the position 
and hope to bring further strength 
and innovation to the future of the 
business". 

Specialising in equine property 
and RICS Red Book V^a/uafiorrs, 
Laura also has vast experience 
of agricultural property sales and 
lettings, agriculturol subsidy and 
stewardship applications and 
tenancies and contract farming 
agreements. Keen to always keep 
abreast of new developments in 
the agricultural industry she is a 
member of BIAC (The British Institute 
of Agricultural Consultants] and 
a committee member of Sibford 
Forming Club. 

Laura can be contacted on 
lgaydon@she]donbosleyknlght. 
co.uk or 07958 204277. 






























PENSIONS AND IHT 



If death Is at, or after, age 


75, any beneficiary wil 
pay tax at their marginal rate, 
regardless of whether the benefit 


The new pension freedoms 
introduced in April 2015 have 
received much publicity and 
concerns as to whether people 
would save enough funds for their 
retirement. However, there can be 
useful tax savings made when using 
a pension to poss retirement wealth 
on to younger generations. 

Prior to this it was only possible 
to pass on a pension pot to your 
heirs without being subjected 
to a punitive 'death tax' if the 
individual died before age 75 ond 
hod not touched the funds. If your 
funds had been drown from the 


retirement pot, or if the individual 
were aged over 75, then 55% of the 
fund would be subject to tax. 

But the reforms introduced 
in April 2015 mean there is 
now greater opportunity 
for on entire pension 
pot to pass through the 
generations, or to other 
beneficiaries, tax f ee - or 
at a less punitive tax rate. 

Under new rules, if the 
pension fund holder 
dies before age 75, a 
beneficiory con inheri 


ore paid out as a lump sum or 
income. 

In summary, if you have on 
inheritonce tax liobility, then you 
should consider using non pension 

ossets to 
provide an 
income prior to 
oge 75, 

Contact 
Ellacotfs 
for more 
information on 
01295 250401. 




Specialist legal 
services for you and 


your business 





<7 





E enquirie5@se-law.co,uk i . 

TOVZ 95 Z 04000 spiatt cnclicott 


WWW. se-la w,co. uk 


SOLlCnOkS 


BANBURY 

n 

BRACKLEY 

i 1 

BICESTER; Jf BUCKINGHAM 
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Don't leave 
success to 
chance 

Trust Eilacotts to provide you 
with a range of tailored services 
knowledgeable expertise and 
strategic ideas to help you and 
your business thrive, 


For a free initial consuttation 

Tel: 01295 250401 
Email; niail@ellacotts.co,uk 


(S#Ellacotfs 

Ctuneffd AccouiIzitIs L 


bellveritig ^oluiidiis 








www,ellacottsxo,uk 
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[NTERGENERATrONAL WEALTH MANAGEMENT 



DRIVING BANBURY BUSINESS 
WOMEN FORWARD 

Banbur/'s longest running 
women's business networlcing 
group, Banbury Women in Business 
(BWIB)p has a new team in charge. 
Taking over last month, the new 
committee are all successful 
business women and loyal BWIB 
members who aim to deliver high 
levels of help, advice, support and 
fun to women who own or work in 
new and established businesses 
across the Bonbury areo. 

w w w.banb uryw omen/nb usfn ess. 
co.uk 

pictors courtesy of Tudor Photography, 
left to right: Vicky Bou/ton (Fuei 
Markef/ng), Jody Fletcher (Chilli 
Promotior\al Products), Rebecca 
Pearcy (Wise Geary), Jane Blackwell 
(McDonald's Franchisee Banbury 
Gateway and Town CenfreJ and holding 
the steenng ^vhee/El/o Barrlngrton 
('Base Performance Simulators Ltd) 


Sharing Fam//y Wealth in your 
Lifetime 

Significont wealth has traditionall 
passed from one generotion to 
another after death. However, as 
UK demographics change, wealth 
is increasingly being transferred 
between generations during our 
lifetimes. A growing number of 
families are now seeking advice 
on how best to manage their 
wealth collaboratively across the 
generations. 

Why are families transferring 
wealth? We may be helping our 
children onto the housing ladder, 
or contributing to a grandchild's 
education or wedding. As well 
as giving younger generations 
financial assistance, we a e 
increosingly helping our own elderly 
parents, often by contributing to 
long-term care funding. This is while 
simultaneously trying to make sure 
our own wealth lasts through what 
could be mony years of retirement. 

'Intergenerotionol wealth 
monagement' is about how 


families use their collective wealth 
to support each other during 
their lifetimes. Swann Financial, 
understand the issues involved 
and can advise you on how to 
take care of your loved ones 
appropriately and affordably. 

For more /'nformofion contact 
Swann Financiaf on 01295 275269. 




For advice on intergenerational wealth 
management, talk to Swann Financial 


SWANN 

FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


01295 275269 

www.swannfinancial.co.uk 


Sw^n Fin^nirid] Ccmsuluncy rcprcscnl.R only St, F'Ijjco Wcjlth ManjgcmcrJ pJc (whurliis amd by the Financia] Conduct Autbority) tor tbe purpo^ oi 

advising snicly on tbe Group's ^te^lthiiuii^gcnijCTit products .uid serrioL's, more det^k ol 'wtiicb irosel: out 00.1 the Group's website w.sjp.cD,uL/pro 4 iiJ£ts. 
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HOW TRANSPARENT IS YOUR CONVEYANCING 
QUOTATION? 


If you are shopping around 
for a property conveyancer, 
insist on o quotation which 
is FULLY INCLUSIVE of all the 
conveyancing fees and costs. 

There's a worrying trend where 
some conveyancers give on 
attractively low-price quototion, 
only to odd a host of fees later so that the final invoic 
is higher than the client expected. If challenged, the 
conveyoncer will refer to the (perhops unnoticed) 
small print which allows additional fees for work that 
other conveyancers regard os routine. 



Do not be fooled by this approach. Get a fully 
inclusive quotation and ask whether there will be 
additional charges for such items as: 


Dealing with a mortgage 


• Exchanging controcts and completing the 
transaction within a particulor timeframe 

• Completion of the Stamp Duty Land Tax Return 

Contact Brethertons Conveyancing Team on 01295 
270999 foro quotation you can trust. 


Bfi'thorUir^s 



Buying or selling your home? 

Contact our friendly and professional Conveyancing team. 

12. jppm — 







FAMILY HEIRLOOM JAGUAR E-TYPE 
AUCTIONED AT WARWICKSHIRE EXHIBITION 
CENTRE 

A highly collectible, family owned 1972 Jaguar 
E-Type 'barn find' was o fered for sale at the 
Warwickshire Exhibition Centre last month. 

The iconic Series III VI2 Roadster hod been sitting 
dormant in a born for 20 years having been passed 
down through the generations of one Carlisle 
family. 

The cor was first egistered on 3rd November 1972 
and bought by a Carlisle based chemist in 1976. 

As a self-confessed Jaguor fanatic with other cars 
already in his personal collection, he used the Series 
I El E-Type to enjoy the summer months driving with 
the top down, sporting his very own personalised 
number plate, FW VI2. 

It was later passed on to his wife in 1982 before 
it was gifted to their son on his 30fh birthday in 
February 2007. With fond memories of childhood 
family trips to the Loke District, the car was carefully 
tucked away under plostic sheeting in a dry born. 

*'My dad loved 
cars and race 
days, tf wr7i be sad 
to see the car go 
but now if can be 
brought back to 
tlfe and enyoyed, 
as ft should be/’ 
commented the 
E-Type's current 
owner. 

The E-Type remains complete with oil parts of the 
engine, body work, interior and original features 
present, with the interior in surprisingly good 
condition with no obvious signs of wear, and an 
odometer reading of 43,285 miles. 

The car features o 5.3 L Jaguar VI2 engine, 
monuoi transmission, uproted brakes, standard 
power steering, and air conditioning, as well as 
the distinctive large cross-slatted front grille, fla ed 
wheel arches, four exhoust tips and VI2 bodge on 
the rear. 

Visit www.classiccarouctions.co.uk/jaguar-e-type- 
roadster to find out mo e. 
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ACCOUNTANCY AGE TOP 100 

Whitley Stimpson, one of the largest 
independent accountancy fi ms 
in the area, has been officiall 
ranked as one of the country's 
top accountancy fi ms by the 
prestigious Accountancy Age 50+50 
survey. 

To achieve the notional honor, 
Whitley Stimpson's revenue and 
growth were measured against 
accounting fi ms throughout the 
country. In the latest 2016 list, 
Whitley Stimpson's fee income 
grew by 11 .6% on the previous year 
to put them in 88th place - eight 
places higher than the 2015 list. 

Speaking of being nomed as Top 
100 Accountancy fi m, Malcolm 
Higgs, director at Whitley Stimpson 
said: *Thfs rank/ng acknowfedges 
our work for a wide variety of 
pnVafe and business cfients and 
it's thanks to our cHenfs and 
cotleagues that we continue to be 
a ieading independent accounting 
firm. We continue to grow ou 
firm by proWdmg exceWenf clien 
service and retaining the very best 
talent in the industry/' 


L 

Accountoncy Age 50+50 is the 
most hotly anticipated survey in 
the accountancy sector. It rotes 
fi ms on operating profit and fe 
income. This year the survey shows 
that the Top 50 fi ms increased their 
fees to £12.8bn, up nearly a billion 
pounds from £11.9bn in 2015. A 
fifth of the op 100 fi ms saw their 
fee income falL or grow by less 
than 5%. One in ten of the fi ms 
were new entrants into the table, 
indicotive of ongoing merger and 
acquisition activity taking place in 
the market. 

'The survey shows that the UK*s top 
accountancy firms are continuin 
to navigate a very uncertain 
world, *’ said Accountancy Age 
head of editorial Kevin Reed. 

''Buf fhe/r journeys are alt different* 
Many firms have mainfalned staff 
performance and left their partner 
numbers unchanged* Others have 
grown fees, but through acquisition. 
Yet the Big Four, which have faced 
cr/ticfsm from investors, parliament 
and governance commentators 
over their audit, tax and insolvency 
offerings, continue to invest and 
grow*" 




Consistently 
ranked in 
the top 100 
list Whitley 
Stimpson is 
also listed 
as one of 
the top ten 
accountancy 
employers in 
the country 
and is now 
in line for the 
overall Best 
Company 
Award, which 
will be announced in November 
this year. 

Whitley Stimpson is noted for high 
service levels for businesses and 
individuals, including specialisations 
in areas such as education and 
agriculture, and supports the 
community through sport and 
the arts across Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 

For further information or to speak 
to one of Whitley Stimpson's 
accountancy experts, pleose call 
01295 270200 or visit: 
www.whitleystimpson.co.uk 




Delivering outstanding value for money is the hallmark of our service. 
We ensure that you get the most from our advice. 

Contact Whitley Stimpson for a FREE consultation 

Banbury Office: +44 (0)1295 270200 
Bicester Office: + 44 (0)1869 252151 
High Wycombe Office: +44 (0)1494 44S122 
Witney Office: +44(0)1993 700010 

PARTNERS m 
YOUR PROGRESS 


. . ^ 
Whitley Stimpson 

whit leysttm pson.co.uk 
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Whether you're letting or renting property, the Importance of a 
written agreement cannot be underestimated. 


The relatbnship of landbrd 
and tenant is built on trust It 
IS difficult to build o successful 
working relationship if the 
two do not trust each other. 

If you've ever let or rented a 
property, you may well have 
your own painful experiences of 
falling out with the other party. 
The resulting disputes can be 
costly and time-consuming, 
and the ocrimonious, 
adversarial atmosphere 
they create are often very 
uncomfortable. When things 
start to get "personal'', it can be 
emotionally taxing. 

However, circumstances con 
change and even the strongest 
of relationships can be strained. 
When this happens, trust can 
swiftly disappear. This is when 
a written agreement becomes 
important. 

All too often lettings are done 
on a handshake. Imagine the 
letting of a block of farmland 
where the landlord and tenant 
sit of the kitchen table and 
agree what the rent should be 
and when it should be paid. 
Nothing is committed to wrling. 

All runs smoothly until a fence 
falls down. The landlord is sure 
he told the tenant to repair 
the fences. The tenant has no 
recollection of this; he argues 
that putting up o new fence 
will improve the landlord's 
property, so why should he pay 
for it? 

This Illustrates the importance of 
a written tenoncy agreement, 
tf the landlord and tenant 
hod one, a brief review of the 
agreement would clarify who 
repairs the fence (although for 
some agricultural tenancies 
this can mean interpreting 
the Model Clauses, legislation 


which sets repairing liabilities for 
some tenancies). 

In some instances, the 
consequences can be even 
more grave. When letting 
business property, the tenant 
automatically has the right 
to a new tenancy when 
their tenancy ends, unless a 
special procedure is followed. 
This procedure, known as 
"contracting out", con only 
be executed with a written 
tenancy agreement. 

Without following this 
procedure, the tenant's right 
to Q new tenoncy is automatic 
and they can appty to the 
County Court to have a 
tenancy granted if the landlord 
refuses. If the landlord hos future 
ambitions to redevelop the 
property, this could throw these 
plons into jeopardy. 

While the cost of professional 
fees associated with preparing 
a written tenoncy agreement 
may be a consideration, if the 
written agreement allows costly 
disputes to be avoided, it is well 
worth the money. 

If you are considering letting 
or renting an agricultural, 
commercial or residential 
property, Fisher German is 
on hand to assist. If you're o 
landlord, we are able to advise 
on negotiating terms and 
drafting a suitable agreement 
{although please be aware 
that the drotting of a business 
tenancy will require the 
involvement of your solicitor). If 
you're a tenant, we can advise 
you on the proposed terms of 
Q tenancy you are considering, 
and can even assist in 
negotioting terms directty with 
the landlord. 


AltefoA* FoJconer HoU 
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For agricultural and residential property, please contact 
Alistoir Falconer Hall on 01295 22A297 or 
alistalr.f al c on e rh al iSfIsh e ig e rm an. c o. uk. 

For commercial property, please contact Simon Potricfc on 

D78B7 5?4&a4 or slmon.patrick@fisliergermon.co.yk. 


your IoCQI team 




rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 
commercial 

contoct us on 

Banbury 01295 271555 

banbury@fishergernnan.co.uk 


innovative thinking, inspired solutions 
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FISHER 

GERMAN 


www.fishergernnan.co.uk 


















F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY 0X17 IJL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 




. Ray Randcrson 
Carpets 
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BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 
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i'ii Bourton 
Drain Services 
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GENUME 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 
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PHONE 01295 758303 
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BAHLE OF BRITAIN DAY 

Banbury townspeople were treated 
to Q spectacular fly past by 
Spitfi e last month as part of Battle 
of Britain Day commemorations. 

The civic parade and fly past wa 
organised by Banbury Town Council 
with many dignitaries joining the 
entourage. The procession storted 
at the Town Hall and proceeded 
to o memorial service at St Mary’s 
Church. 

Banbury's now demolished 
aluminium factory supplied metal 
for both Spitfi es and Lancaster 
bombers and wos itself bombed during the Second 
World War. 

The Battle of Britoin helped decide the outcome of the 
war with, at that point, just the RAF providing the only 
resistance to the German war machine. Their defence 
of the country led the Germans to change their plan 
to occupy Britain and to turn its attention to invading 
Russio - a plan that led, eventually, to their downfall. 

Leader of the Banbury Town Council Kieron Mallon 
said: “rhfs was a magnificent ktbute to those wh 
fought in the Battle of Britain. Seeing a Spitfire is quite 
moWng experience and we should not forget the part 
the ptanes pJayed in defeating Hitler*s forces.** 
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Home from Home 


Independence and care 


The Ridings residential care home, part of 
the award winning Anchor group, nestles on 
the fringes of the bustling town of Banbury. 



The Ridings offers the perfect opportunity for an older 
person to maintain their independenoe, which is very 
much encouraged. 

Much of the accommodation consists of flats 
combining a cosy lounge, a kitchenette, a bedroom 
and en-suite. 

There are also comfortable communal lounges where 
residents can enjoy coffee and conversation or one 
of the many activities that are organised. There are 
superb gardens and a patio where residents can relax 
with a good book. 

Alex Taylor, a resident at The Ridings for nearly four 
years, spoke warmly of his home: “I could not ask for a 
better home and I am very content living here. My flat is 

very comfortable and meets 
all of my needs. The care 
and activities are first class, 
we enjoy outings and trips 
to places of interest and all 
of the staff are excellent. 


the perfect combination 

We can have a laugh together 

h get on well with all the staff and we can have a laugh 
together The staff working here are kind, friendly and 
caring.” 

Manager Karen Kyme says ‘We also offer specialist 
care for older people living with dementia in a dedicated 
community within the home. 

Dedicated to helping people with 
dementia get the most out of life 

“Little can prepare someone for being diagnosed wrth 
dementia but the right support from the early stages 
can help. We are proud to be involved in a number 
of initiatives to raise awareness of dementia, including 
the Well-being and Health for People with Dementia 
Research Programme conducted by Kings College 
London."" 

Anchor is a not-for-profit group with almost 
50 years' experience 



For more details about The Ridings call free on 
0808 149 3595 or visit www.anchor.org.uk 

The Ridings care home, Calder Close, Off Daventry 
Road, Banbury, 0X16 3WR 
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THE OYSTER PERPETUAL 


The incarnation of the original Oyster launched in 
1926 is. a distinctive symbol of universal style. 

It doesn't just tel] rime. It tells history. 



OYSTER PERPETUAL 31 



79-80 Hifjh Street, BunbiirVf Oxfordtihire OX 16 5JG 
One Gold Street, Northamptvin NN I ISA 
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